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The biggest story of the year was the 
interior renovation project for the Old 
Church. Over the course of the summer, 
the walls of the church were completely 
replastered. The old mudding was 
removed, holes and gaps were repaired, 
and fresh plaster was applied throughout. 
A new heating and air conditioning system 
was installed to allow year-round activities. 
Up-to-code electrical wiring, sound cables 
and Wi-Fi were added.


This project was first envisioned in 2022 
and fundraising began in 2023 by then 
president Ken Martinez. An initial request 
for $160,000 was included in that year’s 
Village Infrastructure Capital Improvement 
Plan. Ken lobbied our state legislators, 
Rep. Kathleen Cates and then Sen. 
Brenda McKenna, who were able to 
secure $275,000 for the work. Tanya 
Lattin, Corrales Deputy Fire Chief, helped 
write the work proposals to begin the 
project in the summer of 2025. Wizer 

Report from

The President
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Electric was selected as the general 
contractor and Crocker, Ltd. served as 
the subcontractor to complete the 
historic restoration of the walls. 


Work started on June 23, but the initial 
removal of plaster revealed much more 
damage than anticipated. The project 
was paused to determine additional costs 
resulting in an estimate of $200,000. CHS 
immediately began a fundraising campaign 
that raised over $120,000 and the Village 
administration allocated $200,000 to 
ensure the completion of the project by 
September 5. This was an exceptional 
success story for our Village.  


The year began with a series of Board 
discussions about the organization’s 
capacity to sustain its current level of 
activity. We were experiencing significant 
volunteer fatigue and decided we would 
need to curtail some programming or find 
ways to increase our membership level of 
participation. There was no desire to stop 
any programs, so we began a campaign 
to find new volunteer help. 


One of the biggest increases to our CHS 
membership came from the addition of 
the Raíces Committee. Raíces is the 
Spanish word for Roots. Recently, Corrales 
residents with long-established roots in 
the Village have come together to find 
ways to preserve their stories, memories 
and traditions. They adopted the title 
Raíces to signify both heritage of the 

founding families and the agricultural 
history of the Village. The goals of the 
group have significant overlap with CHS 
and together we agreed that adding a 
Raíces Committee to CHS would be 
mutually beneficial. Our Board agreed to 
this proposal in September and the mem-
bership approved the change to our by-
laws at the Annual Meeting in November. 
This development has already brought 
new energy to the Society.


Other highlights of the year: 
We reprinted Mary Davis’s book, 
Hometown Corrales—A Family Album, 
and held a book signing in August. The 
first printing of the book sold out soon 
after publication; it is now available again. 


The year started with a need to find a new 
scheduler and in March we were fortunate 
to contract with Cynthia Kolson who has 
proven to be a valuable addition to our team. 


A full schedule of events was carried out in 
2025. Each event, planned and executed 
by our committees, provides a cultural or 
educational experience for our visitors. 
Our marketing team creates and distributes 
publicity about activities. Our docents 
provide help and support for each event. 
Kudos to all of these volunteers for the 
exceptional year of programming. 


Looking forward to next year: 
We will continue to pursue new and 
diverse members to participate in the 

organization. Two new members will  
co-chair the Membership Committee; we 
look forward to working with Salomé Ward 
and Anne Stirling. 


Preliminary discussions about improving 
the parking area and grounds will continue 
in 2026.


Discussions with the Village about using 
space in the Old Bank Building for 
exhibition and storage will continue.


I am grateful to all of the members of 
Corrales Historical Society for your support 
throughout this exceptional year.  


Respectfully, 
Anne Van Camp, President
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At the close of 2025, I can report that 
the structure of the Old San Ysidro Church 
and the finances of Corrales Historical 
Society (CHS) are both strong!


Infrastructure Highlights 

The final project on the Board’s 2022 
“Capital Improvements Wish List” of ten 
was undertaken in 2025. This last and 
most extensive project, restoration and 
replastering of the Old Church interior with 
upgrades to the electrical and cooling 
systems, was completed this summer by 
many skilled hands. Though the Village 
received $275,000 for this project in 2024 
from the State of New Mexico in Capital 
Improvement Funds, once the work was 
initiated and serious destabilizing condi-
tions found, projections were that the cost 
would be double that amount. CHS 
committed the balance in our ROCK 
(Restore Old Church Kindly) Fund of 
$35,000 and went into fundraising mode. 
The Village Government committed 
$200,000 from their general fund and our 
generous CHS donors contributed 
$122,500 to our ROCK Fund. The project 
was able to proceed and was completed 
in a period of only two months!


Financial Activity 

Pie Charts present a graphic report of our 
total income and expenses for 2025. Our 
income nearly doubled from last year, with 
the ROCK Fund donations accounting for 
65% of our total revenue. All other income 
categories were down slightly from 2024 
levels. At year’s end, our total revenue 
exceeded our expenses by $81,015, 
leaving a surplus to pay for Old Church 
interior restoration work, which has not 
yet been billed by our contractors, and to 
pursue further upgrades to the Old Church 
building and grounds that are now in the 
planning stages.


Our major expense for the year was the 
restoration work on the interior of the Old 
Church which accounted for close to 
50% of our expenditures. Other expense 
categories were down significantly from 
last year, except for Administrative Opera-
tions, which was up by $1,000 due to 
increased costs for professional services 
and expenses associated with our ROCK 
Fund fundraising efforts.


Looking ahead to 2026, our budget will 
include funding for our customary annual 
events as well as plans for further upgrades 
to the interior systems of the Old Church 
and to the surrounding grounds, with a 
focus on an exterior lighting system to 
improve safety conditions at our nighttime 
events.


The financial position of Corrales Historical 
Society is strong because of the generous 
support of our entire community: our 
Board of Directors, our committees, our 
volunteers, our membership and donors, 
and the community who attends our 
programs and events. The continuing 
commitment of so many to preserve and 
maintain the Old Church and to make it a 
center for cultural and educational 
opportunities in Corrales has kept Corrales 
Historical Society alive and well for 52 
years and will keep it going well into the 
future!


Carol Brown, Treasurer

CHS Treasurer’s Report
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Donations & Grants Membership / Marketing Programs Expense
Building & Grounds

Donations & Grants Dues & Membership Programs & Activities
Building Rental

2025 Total Expenses

$112,291

2025 Total Income

$193,306

 Administrative — $8,448

 Membership / Marketing — $3,890

 Programs Expenses — $33,806

 Buildings & Grounds — $66,147

 Donations & Grants — $126,298

 Dues & Memberships — $6,541

 Programs & Activities — $42,384

 Building Rental — $18,083
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At left, an early reveal of one of the examples of structural issues found in the 
church walls, and on the right the repairs executed to secure the same corner.

Keeping history alive—157 years and counting

Left: Tanya Lattin consults with the contractors, 
Crocker, Ltd. and Wizer Electric, after mud 
plaster is removed in north transept.  
Above: Gaps discovered between walls and 
ceiling 
Right: Holes were not uncommon finds 
throughout the structure.

Above: Many layers were 
revealed during the 
stripping, including the 
troublesome white layer. In 
some places the plaster was 
more than 8 inches thick.

6



 

7



Aldridge, David 

Allen, Chris

Allen, Stuart

Alper, Mel & Rhea

Anderson, Susan

Anella, Anthony

Anonymous (4) 

Aumente, Regina 

Ball, Thomas & Elizabeth

Barcheck, Marjorie

Bartlett, Richard & Betty

Baumgardner, Anne 

Bergen, Catherine & Lee

Berkson, Barry

Bettez, Sonia & Janice Kando 

Betzer, Stan 

Biddle, Shannon 

Blackwell, Ben 

Blake, Carrie 

Blech, Gay & Dusty

Bledsoe, Louis 

Boles, Ed & Michele Minnis 

Borgman, Linda

Boyd, Barbara

Boyer, Helen

Brinkerhoff, Jonathan

Brown, John & Carol

Cahill, Susan

Campbell, Lorrie

Carney, Tammy 

Cebada, Steve 

Cline, Tracy 

Cody, Jane 

Corless, Sandy & Dolores Valtierra

Cosgrove, Janet

Cress, Dianne & Jon McCorkell 

Davenport, David & Melinda 

Davis, Paul & Mary

Dean, John

Denton, Thomas 

Deutsch, Pamina

Dillenbeck, Linda

Dillow, Beth 

Druxman, Jana & Michael  
Duray, Karen

Dusseau, Janice & Jerry 

Egan, Martha 

Eiseman, Suzanne 


Eisen, Randall

Elliston, Marg

Evans, Jerry & Molly 

Evatt, Susan

Fahey, James & Linda

Farley, Arnold & Sandra

Findley-Perls, Joan 

Fitzgerald, Susan

Fleming, Nancy 

Foris, Adriana & Michael 

Fox, Sheila 

Freshour, Nancy 

Galkin-Doran, Deanna 

Garner, Pauline 

Gay, Pateick 

Genco, Kenneth & Jacqueline Baca 

Gerber, Marjorie 

Gerhart, Sayre & John

Gibbons, Gregory & Pam

Glover, Alice 

Glover, Dianne

Gold, Sandy 

Grey, Hope 

Griego, Toby & Josie 

Gustafson, Karl & Catherine 

Hadley, Siobhan 

Harner, Brian 

Harper, Suzanne & Mick

Harris, Linda 

Hart, Judy 

Hashimoto, Fred & Joan

Hedemann, Mark

Hobson, Rick & Mitzi

Hoeltke, Linda

Holmes, Bruce 

Hotton, Andrew 

Jacob, Shireen 

James, Judith 

Janz, Dawn 

Jelso, Toni 

Jennings, Mark 

Julander, Bill & Lorie 

Kay, Alice 

Keilman, Peggy 

Kelleher, Diana 

Kendrick, Christine

Kimball, Nan 

LaBauve, Renee & Andy Pacquet 


Lance, Mary & Ben Daitz 

Leiby, George & Carol

Lerner, Ann 

Levi, David 

Levy, Carol 

Linderfelt, Heather 

Lord, Francesca 

Lucero, Selby 

Madrid, Marcos & Elizabeth

Maes, Jolene & Wayne 

Martin, Gregory 

Martinez, Ken & Becky

Massi, Wyatt 

McCandless, John & Sangeeta 

McCleery, Kathleen & Bob Martinez

McCulloch, Cara

McPherson, David

McPherson, Laurie

Meddleton, Mary Ellen 

Mentze, Lois 

Merriman, Gil & Bernadette

Miera, Bernadette 

Miller, Gary 

Minter, Mel 

Mitchell, Sara 

Muncy, Karen 

Murphy, Lou 

Navratil, Lynda 

O'Connor, Denise 

Ostlie, Amy 

Ozier, Lance 

Pate, Ron & Becky

Patterson, Jill 

Patton, Lynne 

Penrod, Jessi 

Prieto, Frank 

Reed, Scott 

Richman, Marsha 

Rigmark, Carol & Tom Byrnes 

Roake, Michael & Jo Anne

Rutland, Nancy 

Salas, Judith 

Sanchez, Martie 

Schaefer, Pamela 

Schnaper, Lewis

Schumann, John 

Scott, Bob & Sue 

Scott, Joel & Beth 


Scribner, Laureli & William 

Sherer, Dean 

Shurter, Sabine & Brad 

Smith, Mary

Snow, Mary Anne 

Snyder, Lillian 

Sparks, Lisa

Spragg-Braude, Stacia

Spross, Tom 

Stermer, Jerry & Nancy 

Stokes, Janet 

Strauss, Milton 

Sullivan, Elizabeth

Sussman, Paula 

Tafoya, Edwina 

Taylor, Cynthia 

The Digital Scribe 

Thompson, Elizabeth & Catherine Neilsen

Tichich, Betty 

Tone, Yoshi & Sylvia Villarreal

Tynan, Thomas & Kitty 

Van Camp, Anne & Harry Simmeth Jr

Van Riper, Martha & Richard

Vargas, Luis & Janet

Veblen, Catherine 

Von Conta, Sally 

Voorhees, Dayton & Sara

Ward, Salomé 

Weitzel, Joyce & Alan

Wenk, Steven & Cheri 

West, Larry 

Whitesel, Patricia & Allan 

Winn, Earlene 

Wolcott, Jim & Linda 

Wuellner, Christopher 

York, Linley & Stephen 

Young, Pam 

Young, Pat 


Organizations  
Casa Vieja, Daniel O’Brien

Corrales Cultural Arts Council

Corrales MainStreet Inc. 

Historic Albuquerque Inc., 
   Roland Penttila 

Kiwanis Club of Corrales Foundation 


Thank You! To All Donors to the ROCK Fund:

ROCK Fund — Restore Old Church Kindly Fund
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And with grateful recognition to 
Yei Rogers of Wizer Electric


 Jess Crocker of Crocker, Ltd.
Left: Finishing—Applying new mud plaster 
Below: New flooring had to be added on 
the edges where thick old mud plaster was 
removed, leaving gaps. 
Bottom: Newly finished sacristy walls—one 
of the last areas to be restored

Top right: New heating and air conditioning 
units were placed in the attic with a 
compressor placed outdoors. The floor-
board heating registers were no longer 
needed, and the air conditioning now 
allows using the Old Church year round.

Bottom right: The Old Church restored. 
Begun on June 23, the contractors 
completed work the first of September in 
time for a full schedule of fall activities—
including a wedding that weekend.
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                           Archives 
It was another busy and productive year 
for the Archives Committee. In addition to 
our sponsorship and coordination of 
Heritage Day in May (see separate report) 
and our work on Harvest Festival, we 
have a number of accomplishments to 
point to. 


We provided information on the history of 
several properties in the Village that were 
seeking Farmland Preservation designation; 
and then prepared a guide for future 
inquiries, pointing homeowners to 
resources beyond CHS. That guide is now 
available at the Library and on the CHS 
website. 


In May, we hosted a showing of the film 
Acequias: The Legacy Lives On with 
filmmaker Arecely Chapa.


The online photo collection in the New 
Mexico Digital Collections has continued 
to grow, including 1,838 photos as of this 
date. We used some of that content to 
create new categories for the Ideum 
touch table, which were revealed at the 
beginning of the fall season.


Our paper files are being thoroughly 
reorganized so that materials are easier to 
find. The “memorial books” of obituaries 
and related materials have been completely 
reorganized, now sorted by surname 
rather than death date, and an index has 
been created. That index will soon be 
available on the CHS website so that 
those doing family research will know 
what we have available.


Finally, we have seen changes in Archives 
membership, as some members have had 
to step back from their participation and 
new members have joined us. The 
contributions of all members are invaluable 
and are gratefully acknowledged.


Kitty Tynan, Archives Chair 

                           Docents 
The Docents support and carry out the 
educational mission of Corrales Historical 
Society by providing tours of the Old San 
Ysidro Church and by assisting and parti-
cipating in Old Church events. In 2025 we 
had 46 docents listed as active on the 
roster. Docent meetings are an opportunity 
to enhance knowledge, discuss activities, 
and build community. Six meetings were 
held in 2025. Highlights included welcom-
ing new docents and guests, reviewing both 
Old Church and local history, and planning 
support for events. This year’s CHS events 
required many hands and the docents 
provided support at nearly every one.


Docent Led Tours.  Tours are the most 
visible and effective way the docents 
educate people about the history of the 
Old Church. Open-house-style tours were 
held four times and were scheduled on 
“Second Saturdays” to draw in visitors 
from the community. Special tours included 
the Albuquerque Old Glass Club on March 
14; CHS received a thank you note, a $50 
donation from the group and a personal 
donation from Elaine Chew (Old Glass 
member). The note said they “Appreciated 
the tour and found it interesting and 
educational.” On March 20, San Ysidro 
Parish Women’s Sodality group tour was 
held. They also wrote a thank you note and 
supported CHS with personal donations 
and purchases from Shop in a Basket.  


Reports from the

Standing Committees

During Harvest Festival CHS Fiesta, Archives thrills old and young alike with hands-on old time 
corn grinding, as this young man is demonstrating, and butter churning, table in the back right.
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Shop in a Basket.  Docents provide 
support for the maintenance of the Old 
Church by selling Shop items at multiple 
events—a fundraiser for CHS. The inven-
tory is curated to provide a connection to 
the community and to local history. The 
Shop is a good source of revenue for CHS.

Mudding Day.  Docent volunteers, led by 
kitchen coordinators Pat Obrey and Trish 
Whitesell, provided refreshments to the 
volunteers working at Mudding Day. The 
docents also organized the kitchen, cleaned 
and organized the docent inventory in the 
attic, and provided support with landscap-
ing and other Mudding Day activities.

Bus Tour.  The Spring Bus tour to Belén 
on May 7 supported the connection to 
New Mexico history. It included visits to 
the Harvey House Belén, Pete’s Café, 
Judy Chicago’s Gallery, and Art League 
Gallery, a used book store that supports 
the Belen library. The Harvey House was 
under renovation, so a private educational 
tour was provided.

June Luncheon.  The shared dish June 
Luncheon was held at the home of Susan 
Nelson Anderson and organized by Cindy 
Taylor. The theme was “Heritage of 
Recipes,” and Alice Glover spoke on the 
importance of recipes being passed down 
and preserving history. Docents provided 
special recipes which were compiled into 
a cookbook for attendees and others.

Heart of Corrales Fiesta at Harvest 
Festival.  Docents provided green chile 

stew (from Hope Grey’s traditional recipe) 
and refreshments. Kitchen coordinators 
Pat Obrey and Trish Whitesell led the effort 
in serving tractor drivers and volunteers. 
The Children’s Table, shepherded by Linda 
Dillenbach, allowed children to make hand-
made crafts, including clever sheep (and 
to give a respite to parents). Docents also 
helped bake some of the 170 pies and staff 
the popular Pie Walk which raised $1,518.


Speaker Series. Docents provided 
refreshments at all 2025 Speaker Series, 
except one. The refreshment table serves 
as a gathering place after the events where 
visitors get a chance to mingle, and 
frequently the docents working the table 
answer questions about the Old Church.  
The donation basket reflected the gratitude 
of the visitors for both the event and the 
light refreshments.


Fine Arts Show, Festival of the 
Nativities, and Winter Craft Show.  
Docents provided door support and guides 

during the Fine Arts Show and Winter 
Crafts Show. Many visitors have questions 
about the Old Church, and having docents 
on duty is another opportunity to share 
information about the history of this old 
adobe structure. Additionally, docents 
provided and set up the decorations, 
including fresh poinsettias that adorn the 
Old Church during Nativities and other 
holiday events.

Holiday Dinner.  The shared dish Holiday 
Dinner was held on December 16 to 
celebrate the docents’ 2025 accomplish-
ments. We were honored to have CHS 
Vice President Ed Boles join us.


Heidi Jones, Docent Chair


Melinda Davenport, shop coordinator, records a sale 
at the Docent Shop in a Basket

Above: Docents welcome new members at a brunch 
Below: CHS Docents with members of San Ysidro, NM 
Women’s Sodality group who came for a tour
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                           Marketing 
The Corrales Historical Society Marketing 
Committee is charged with overseeing all 
marketing, advertising, and promotion of 
CHS and Historic Old San Ysidro Church 
in order to communicate a professional, 
consistent, and recognizable look and 
message. We meet regularly with Board 
members and committee chairs who are 
planning events and activities. 


CHS Marketing Committee members 
have diverse backgrounds and areas of 
expertise and enjoy working together to 
promote interest in CHS and upcoming 
events. We design or adapt items to be 
sold by the Docents’ Shop in a Basket, 
prepare official documents for the CHS 
Executive Committee, and communicate 
with CHS members and the larger com-
munity by creating signs, posters, flyers 
and brochures, along with electronic mes-
saging through email, the CHS Website, 

Facebook, Instagram, X, WhoFish, 
Nextdoor.com, and more. Members of the 
2025 Marketing Committee are Debbie 
Clemente, Jannie Dusseau, Veronica 
Dutczak, Nan Kimball (chair), Cynthia 
Kolson, Denise O’Connor, Carolyn O’Mara, 
Lisa Sparks, Anne Stirling and Cindy Taylor.


In 2025, Carolyn O'Mara worked with 
Mary Davis to modify and prepare for 
press Mary's book, Hometown Corrales, 
for reprinting. 


When the restoration of the Old Church 
was suspended, to secure further funding 
for repairs, the Marketing Committee, in 
collaboration with others, launched a 
successful fundraising campaign that 
contributed to the repairs and restoration 
being completed in time for all scheduled 
activities to take place.


In 2025, the Marketing Committee con- 
tinued our relationship with Corrales 
businesses, organizations and Village 
Administration to inform and educate 
Corrales residents on the history of the 
Village and the events and activities at the 
Old Church. Articles by Mary Davis, with 
photos from the CHS Archives, were 
edited and prepared for publication in the 
Corrales Comment. Corrales MainStreet 
has continued to publish submissions of 
articles and photos to the Corrales 
MainStreet News. Corrales Mayor Jim 
Fahey included information in his weekly 
Mayor’s Message about upcoming CHS-
sponsored public events, which are free 

and open to all. Mutually beneficial is our 
relationship with Casa San Ysidro, a sister 
historic property across the road, with 
which we coordinate events. 


Nan Kimball, Marketing Chair


                      Membership 
Membership promotes participation in CHS 
activities and access to CHS assets. Mem-
bers receive a discount when renting the 
Old Church for personal activities and re-
ceive invitations to all programs and events. 


The Membership 
table is at each 
public CHS event 
throughout the 
year, plus 
members are 
accepted online 
as well at 

A work party for the Marketing team to fold and package 
packets of notecards for selling in the Shop in a Basket

z
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CorralesHistory.org/membership.html. In 
2025, CHS had 158 paid annual member-
ships, including 53 new and 105 renewals. 
We have 122 lifetime memberships, 
including two new this year. Our total 
membership is 280. (Actual member  
numbers are larger as many memberships 
are for families.) The inclusion of the new 
Raíces group contributed to an increase 
in our numbers in 2025.

Our organization depends on our members 
for both financial support and volunteer 
sustenance. We are not only a nonprofit 
but a fun-profit group and always welcome 
new members. CHS has many volunteer 
opportunities for almost every taste, as 
you can see in this Annual Report. Join to 
become a docent and join to benefit one 
of our many other committees.


Marg Elliston, Membership Chair


     

                        
Preservation and 
Maintenance 
Without a doubt, the landmark event of 
the year was the restoration of the interior 
walls of the Old Church. While general 
maintenance of the Old Church and 
grounds is the primary task for Preservation 
and Maintenance (P&M), due to the cost 
and work scope, the contract and work 
for the project was managed by the 
Village of Corrales, owner of the property.


May’s Mudding day is overseen by P&M. 
See the Mudding Day Report later in this 
document.


Landscaping and grounds maintenance is 
a year-round effort. After a year of trying 
to revive the tree in the courtyard, it had 
to be removed. Vice President Ed Boles 
also brought experts in to assess other 
trees on site, and they removed those that 
were not viable.  


After the restoration, the front doors would 
not close properly, leading to multiple 
issues of not being able to arm the 
security system. I modified the doors to 
square them up and rehung them, which 
greatly improved the functionality.


Security and the alarm system at the Old 
Church was a bit of a challenge this year  
due to both the renovation and the 
sensitivity of the system. We re-keyed 

both the office and the Old Church, 
updated the key holder list and codes, 
and issued new keys to key holders. In 
December, I met with the security company 
on site. They did some reprogramming, 
which should make it easier for key 
holders to arm and disarm the system— 
and reduce the number of alarms.


The boiler was evaluated and Wizer 
Electric was contracted to make repairs.


P&M assisted with many CHS events 
throughout the year, including Harvest 
Festival Fiesta setup and decorating the 
Old Church for Festival of the Nativities.


Jeff Jones,

Preservation and Maintenance Chair


z

DID YOU KNOW…

The first members of Corrales Historical 
Society were a small community group 

wishing to preserve the Old Church that was 
abandoned after the new San Ysidro Church 
was built in 1963. The Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
agreed to sell the building to this nonprofit 

organization, incorporated in 1973. CHS 
raised enough money for a downpayment. 

The Village took over the deed, but the care of 
the church remains with CHS. 
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                           Visual Arts 
                           Council 
The Visual Arts Council (VAC) is respon-
sible for putting on art shows in the Old 
Church.  


There are two annual shows: the Fine 
Arts Show in early October, during the 
nine days of Balloon Fiesta, and the 
Winter Craft Show during the first full 
weekend of December.  


Again this year Corrales Historical Society 
collaborated with Corrales Society of 
Artists (CSA) to put on our two shows. 

Beth Waldron-Yuhas, president of CSA, 
continued the special relationship that 
began in 2018.  


There are several reasons why these 
shows are important:


To introduce visitors (and locals) to 
the Old San Ysidro Church

To introduce these visitors to some 
of the many fine artists and crafters 
in New Mexico. Many are from 
Corrales but we do attract artists 
from a number of towns throughout 
New Mexico.

To provide these artists an 
exceptional venue to show their 
creations

To provide a community service as 
we highlight the Heart of the Historic 
District in Corrales

To raise needed funds for the 
preservation and maintenance of the 
Old Church


Carol Rigmark, VAC Chair 

                       Ways and 
                       Means 
This year, most of the fundraising work 
was devoted to raising funds for the Old 
Church restoration. I served on the fund-
raising committee that ultimately raised 
over $120K. 


I met with President Anne Van Camp and 
Vice President Ed Boles to discuss Ways 
and Means Goals for 2025. We discussed 
the potential uses for the Wells Fargo 
Building and potential funding for the CHS 
usage of the space. We also discussed 
potential outreach to youth groups to help 
with CHS programs.


I requested ideas from the Board for 
identifying Capital needs and potential 
money-making ideas. We considered a 
year-end fundraising letter to membership 
but the major fundraising campaign for 
the renovation was our higher priority.


In the coming year, we will need to identify 
priorities for increasing revenue and will 
likely be seeking funds for creating 
exhibition and storage space in the Old 
Bank Building. 


Frank Seidel, Ways and Means Chair
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                           Casa 
San Ysidro Liaison 
Casa San Ysidro, the Gutiérrez/Minge 
House across the road from the Old 
Church, is a historic house and museum 
operated by the Albuquerque Museum 
and the Village of Corrales. The “Casa” is 
our partner in the Historic Heart of Corrales.


The Casa San Ysidro Liaison informs 
CHS of Casa events and changes in staff. 
CHS Publicity chair Debbie Clemente 
sends the Casa notices of CHS activities, 
which are shared with the docents 
(museum guides) at Casa. Tours of the 
Old Church are usually available during 
Casa’s Second Saturday Open Houses, 
allowing visitors to be thoroughly immersed 
in Corrales history. Several CHS docents 
are also guides at Casa and help to keep 
the relationship strong.


Denise O’Connor, CHS Liaison to CSY 

                           Corrales 
Cultural Arts 
Council Liaison 
The CHS Liaison to Corrales Cultural Arts 
Council (Music in Corrales) worked closely 
with CHS President Anne Van Camp, CHS 
Schedulers Carol Brown and Cynthia Kolson, 
CCAC President John Schumann and 
Artistic Director Mike Foris to ensure that 
concert scheduling opportunities and 
changes were communicated between 
both organizations as quickly as possible, 
dates were accurately posted on the CHS 
calendar, and any conflicts resolved. Per 
the CHS/CCAC Memorandum of Under-
standing, hold dates for the 2027-28 season 
(Sept. 2027 to April 2028) were approved 
and 2026-27 concert dates and the CCAC 
40th Anniversary celebration confirmed.


In partnership with CHS, CCAC promoted 
CHS events open to the public in their 
“More than Music at the Old San Ysidro 
Church” section of the monthly Music in 
Corrales newsletter, sent to over 1400 
email addresses in the greater Albuquerque/
Rio Rancho/Placitas/Santa Fe and Corrales 
area. CHS helped promote the May free 
community concert in La Entrada Park.


CCAC Board members and spouses, and 
the CHS liaison cleaned and repaired all 
the upholstered chairs on Mudding/Spring 
Cleanup Day so all attendees at events in 
the Old Church can benefit.

In August, in response to the urgent need 
for additional funds, the CCAC Board voted 
to support the Save the Old Church restor-
ation fundraising efforts and pledged 
$10,000. Half of this donation, $5,000, was 
a challenge grant to encourage additional 
new donations to the CHS ROCK Fund. 
On August 15, CCAC asked those on 
their email list to help CHS. This challenge 
was also announced in an article in the 
August 22 issue of Corrales Comment with 
a photo of Anne Van Camp and John 
Schumann holding a $10,000 check for 
CHS. Donations to the ROCK Fund from 
individuals responding to the Music in 
Corrales challenge actually totaled $10,320!

Our long-term, mutually supportive 
relationship continues to help both CHS 
and CCAC thrive!

Jannie Dusseau, CHS Liaison to CCAC   


Reports from the

Special Committees
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                           Plaques 
The Plaque Committee is an important 
part of the Corrales Historical Society as 
it focuses on historic properties in the 
whole of the Village. We recognized one 
property in 2025 with a historical plaque
—530 Old Church Road. It was the home 
of Juan and Felice Perea, who raised their 
twelve children in this modest house. 
Research suggests the house may have 
been built in the 1880s by Juan’s parents, 
Abram and Serifina Perea.


The 
committee 
continues 
to seek 
properties 
that 
deserve recognition for their place in the 
history of Corrales as examples of 
traditional architecture or for the roles 
their owners played. 


Denise O’Connor 
Plaque Committee Chair 

                        Publicity 
The main event on the CHS calendar this 
year was the restoration of the Old Church, 
returning the 157-year-old iconic adobe 
building and Historic Heart of Corrales to 
its original glory. The renovation of the 
Old Church took longer than expected as 
workers discovered more and more repairs 
that needed to be done. So, a big part of 
the publicity this year was fundraising to 
get the job done in record time. 


Publicity came in many forms: KRQE-TV 
covered the story with a 2½ minute 
segment that ran on local news coverage, 
with the story linked to their website. A 
key takeaway from the report was this 
statement: “It’s not 
just about preserv-
ing adobe walls 
but safeguarding 
the village’s 
identity.” The 
Corrales Comment 
was also helpful in 
getting the word 
out on returning 
the landmark 
church back to 
pristine condition 
with an article and 
the headline, “Life-
saving support 
needed for heart 
of Corrales’ historic 
Old Church.”


CHS President Anne Van Camp stated in 
the KRQE-TV interview, “CHS’s vision is 
to bring the church back to its original 
glory. This is the heart of the village. You 
can’t find anybody who doesn’t have a 
story about the church. So that’s what our 
vision is—to bring it back so that people 
really appreciate that again.” 


The CHS marketing team created a fund-
raising campaign with special emphasis 
on outreach to CHS membership and local 
organizations in the Corrales community. 


The restoration occurred during the sum-
mer months, allowing the CHS-sponsored 
spring, fall and winter events to go forward 

KRQE-TV films and interviews Tanya Lattin in the Old 
Church, which was well on its way to restoration.
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seamlessly. These included Heritage Day, 
Heart of Corrales Fiesta (and the popular 
Pie Walk), this year’s 37th Annual Juried 
Fine Arts and Winter Craft shows, Las 
Posadas y Los Pastores, Festival of the 
Nativities, the Speaker Series programs 
and more. Albuquerque Journal, Corrales 
MainStreet News, Corrales Neighbors all 
stepped up to feature these family-friendly 
events. Corrales Mayor Jim Fahey also 
included these activities and events in his 
weekly Mayor’s Message, a great source 
of local promotion. CHS also communi-
cates with signage, posters, flyers, and 
electronic messaging to all CHS members 
and those who have 
expressed interest 
in our mission and 
programs.


The re-mudding 
of the Old 

Church was a kick-off event for ¡Viva 
Corrales! in spring of 2025. The event 
was featured on the front page of the 
Albuquerque Journal, inviting the public 
to come out and help re-mud the exterior 
courtyard wall and do other annual 
“chores” that need doing.


CHS appreciates its continued relationship 
with Corrales MainStreet News, publishing 
quarterly CHS articles that this year 
covered many topics. For 2025, it included 
the introduction of the newly elected CHS 
President, Anne Van Camp, and recognition 
of the new Raíces committee, welcoming 
those with long-established roots in the 
village who can share stories and memories 

and ways to preserve and carry on their 
traditions and culture.


CHS’s promotional reach grows 
stronger each year through social 

media, which includes the CHS 
Website, Facebook, Instagram, X, 

NextDoor and Whofish. Publicity 
works hand-in-hand with the CHS 

Marketing Committee to not only 
spread the word on events, but also to 

fulfill the CHS Mission of continued 
preservation and maintenance of Historic 

Old San Ysidro Church and the promotion 
of appreciation for and better under-
standing of the history and traditions of 
the centuries-old community of Corrales, 
New Mexico. 


Debbie Clemente, Publicity Chair  

                        Scheduling 
In 2025, from January through May and 
September through December, the Old 
Church was rented 29 times for private 
events that included weddings, concerts, 
a birthday celebration, and a memorial. 
Southwest Roots, AMP, Bosque Music in 
Corrales and Occasional Music all 
produced music events in 2025 at the Old 
Church. Music in Corrales held seven 
concerts, and the CHS Speaker Series 
had nine events. The Old Church is also 
home to the many CHS-sponsored 
annual events.


The number of rental inquiries doubled 
due to the publicity CHS received during 
the renovation of the Church. In addition, 
CHS has begun to get bookings for the 
Church during the summer months, which 
we have not done in the past due to lack 
of air conditioning.


Cynthia Kolson, Scheduler

Photo by Blue Rose Studio
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                           Speaker 
 Series 

Providing entertaining and interesting 
history programs on New Mexican or 
Southwestern topics is the mission of the 
CHS Speaker Series. In 2025 a total of 
eight Speaker Series presentations were 
provided free and open to the public, as 
always. The programs were held monthly, 
except in summer, on Sunday afternoons 
at 2:00 pm in the Historic Old Church in 
Corrales located at 966 Old Church Road.


The most popular programs from this 
year’s season each brought in well over 
100 attendees. They included the February 
event featuring Jon Ghate speaking on 
“The Pueblo Revolt of 1680.” Following in 
March was Dennis Chamberlain’s presen-
tation on his life and his photography in 
Corrales that is featured in his book, 
Eighteen Years in the Village. Renowned 
artist and author Nöel Bennett fascinated 
 

attendees with her “The Infinite Moment” 
presentation in April. In May, Corrales 
resident Sheila Fox gave a musical and 
dance presentation centered around 
“Ladino Musical Expressions of the Pre-
Renaissance Era in Spain.” The remaining 
programs ranged in attendance from 
74-100 persons.

Dean Sherer, Speaker Series Chair
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                          Mudding 
            Day 
Mudding Day in April was another success-
ful event with a steady flow of volunteers 
in all activities: grounds clean-up and 

weeding, planting of the flower bed in the 
courtyard, mixing and hauling mud, plas-
tering the courtyard wall, and cleanup and 
organization in the storage areas, attic, and 
kitchen. 


The Music in Corrales team took command 
of upholstered chair cleanup and repair, 
providing respectable seating for all events.


Jeff Jones 
Preservation & Maintenance Chair 

                         Heritage 
            Day 

As a “preview” to Heritage Day, the 
Archives Committee hosted a showing of 
Acequias: The Legacy Lives On, with 
filmmaker Arecely Chapa. It was a perfect 
lead into Heritage Day on May 17th, with 
the theme of Agua es Vida/Water is Life. 
An 
estimated 
300 people 
attended 
and 
seemed to 
be very 
interested 
to learn the 
history of 
irrigation 
and other 
uses of the 
acequias. 
We were 
happy to have materials from the Middle 
Rio Grande Conservancy District, as well 
as representatives of the Corrales Farmers 
Cooperative, and Raíces. Unfortunately the 
lateral ditch project had to cancel their 
attendance at the last minute. The two 
speakers, Mike Hamman and Margarita 
Garcia Sexson, were well received.


Heritage Day falls on or near the feast day 
(May 15) of San Ysidro, patron saint of 
farmers and Corrales.


Kitty Tynan, Archives Chair

Reports on

      CHS Events

Some of Mudding Day’s steady stream of volunteers: 
Clockwise, mudding courtyard wall, organizing and 
cleaning the kitchen, a happy group tackles the Annex 
attic, CCAC members clean and repair chairs. 
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                          Heart of 
Corrales Fiesta 
The 2025 CHS Heart of Corrales Fiesta 
was meant, in part, to emphasize the 
harvest in keeping with the Corrales 
Harvest Festival. It succeeded in that and 
other ways, including the usual activities 
minus live music performances. 

Instead of music, we arranged with 
Corrales Bosque Gallery for its artists to 
display and sell works with themes of 
local agriculture or Corrales history. Sales 
were scant but the work looked great in 
the apse of the Old Church. 


A drum-and-dance group from Acoma 
Pueblo surprised us with a few dances 
between the Old Church and Annex. They 
had performed at Casa San Ysidro earlier 

in the day and wanted to offer their dances 
at the Old Church as well. Two adult 
drummers accompanied four youthful 
dancers and delighted us and our guests. 


Other indoor activities included the ever-
popular kids’ table, Growers’ Market 
display, sewing marigold strings, ristra 
tying instruction, winemaking equipment, 
butter churning, corn shelling and grinding. 


The Archives Committee presented CHS’s 
Ideum touch table, newly reloaded with 
photographs and accompanied by the 
timeline of Corrales history and posters.


Raíces, the new CHS committee approved 
by the Board during the summer, present-
ed information on founding families and 
invited Corrales residents to mark their 
time of arrival, by birth or relocation, in 
the village. Several Raices members 

answered visitors’ questions about the 
Raíces display. 

The pie walk delighted winners and 
yielded $1518 in revenue. “Many hands 
make light work” goes the old saw, but 
the pie bakers went all-in again this year 
with 170 pies. Pies were scarce by mid-
afternoon Sunday. The pie walk remains a 
crowd-pleaser, partly because consola-
tion prizes are also served.

Membership and Shop in a Basket 
volunteers enjoyed the view from the 
Annex portal, adding makeshift signs to 
sell more refreshments. 

The Kiwanis Club ran a smooth Harvest 
Festival and aided CHS with logistics, even 
making a second straw-bale delivery on 
request. 

Ed Boles, Heart of Corrales Fiesta Chair
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                          Fine Arts 
           Show 
The Fine Arts Show was well attended, 
bringing approximately 1500 visitors to 
the Old Church and to Corrales. Visitors 
were extremely enthusiastic and highly 
complimentary of the quality and variety 
of the art—and of the beautiful Old Church 
building. They praised the exceptionally 
fine hanging of the show, which was 
executed by Sandra Corless and her 
wonderful team of talented volunteers. 
Artists talked of the honor they felt to be 
included in our show—whether they sold 
artwork or not. They found the Old Church 
and Corrales to be very special and were 
grateful to be participating.  


Word has spread in the artist community 
about the caliber of our small show. We 
were able to recruit excellent local judges:  
Jennifer Caven, Jessica Lozola, and 
Brooke Steiger. Typically we have had 
75-85 applicants; this year we had 126!


Seventy-six artists were accepted into this 
show and we exhibited 158 pieces of art.  
This is a juried show restricted to artists 
residing in New Mexico. We sold 40 pieces 
of art. Additionally we collaborated with 
the Corrales Art Center and sold five 
copies of Dennis Chamberlain’s book, 
Eighteen Years in Corrales. We also sold 
seven copies of Hometown Corrales, 
Mary Davis’ recently reprinted book.


The Fine Arts Show contributed over 
$7500 toward the preservation and main-
tenance of the Old Church.


 
As usual the Corrales Historical Society 
Marketing Committee did an outstanding 
job creating a beautiful full color brochure 
and corresponding flyer showing actual 
pieces of art, and other colorful advertis-
ing materials. MainStreet contributed 
approximately $1000 towards the adver-
tising campaign, and Jessi Penrod and 
Angela Martinez helped in so many ways.


For the first time we submitted an applica-
tion to the Corrales Lodgers Tax Commit-
tee.They and the Village Council approved 
a contribution of $3800 toward advertising. 
It allowed us to place ads in Albuquerque 
Magazine and various publications, some-
thing we could never afford before this.  


Although CHS plans and executes much of 
the show, CSA contributes hugely by taking 
control of the set up and take down of 
panels and lighting, and hanging of the art.


Carol Rigmark, Visual Arts Council Chair

 

Some artists’ works in 2025 FAS: 
Above, Virginia Primozic 
Right, Greg Smalley 
Below, Barb Clark (landscape) 
and Ruth Andrews-Vreeland  
(still life)
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                        LasPosadas 
y Los Pastores 
This year the program was expanded to 
include an excerpt from the traditional 
Christmas Mexican/New Mexican folk 
play, Los Pastores (the Shepherds). Las 
Posadas commemorates the journey of 
Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem in search of safe lodging 
where Mary could give birth to the baby 
Jesus. Los Pastores recounts the journey 
of a group of humble shepherds to visit 
the newborn Jesus in Bethlehem, guided, 
and protected by San Miguel from 
temptations of the devil Luzbel. 

Las Posadas y Los Pastores, directed by 
Rudy Miera, included a large cast: Mary 
(Ava Belle Cadena); Joseph (Jace Lopez); 
an angel (Toni Grace Gallegos); Bartolo, the 
lazy, drunken shepherd (Theresa López); 
the Stargazer (Rebecca Ballantine); Gila, 
the shepherdess (Gloria Zamora); a male 
hermit, Ermitaño (Edgar Cruz); a female 
hermit, Ermitaña (Amy Rubio); San Miguel 
(Richard Perea); the star, Estrella (Salomé 
Ward); Luzbel (Anabel Marquez); other 
shepherds (Rafael Bango and Patricia 
Hernandez); a delightful pair of donkeys 
(Any and Chandra), and an Angel Choir 
(Amy Rubio, Dawn Manso, Anabel 
Marquez, MariAnna Miera, and Brentlee 
Smart). Music was provided by the San 
Ysidro Parish Spanish Choir and local 
musicians (Toby Griego, Ralph Martinez, 

Michael Heralda, Rudy Miera, Doug 
Casteel, and Ben Daitz).   


The Old Church was beautifully decorated 
outside with 250 farolitos and a luminaria 
(bonfire) on the south side. Delicious 
pastries and breads, along with hot drinks, 
were served, courtesy of the Docents. 


The Old Church was filled to capacity, as 
were the 40-plus chairs outside in the 
courtyard with additional folks standing or 
sitting around the low wall of the court-
yard. The mood was very festive. Audience 
members commented that they very much 
enjoyed Las Posadas y Los Pastores and 
the strong sense of community that the 
performance engendered, and added that 
they look forward to the event next year.  

Luis Vargas 
Las Posadas y Los Pastores Chair

Mary Harrington (left) is shown with Stacia Spragg-
Braude at this year’s event. The program was dedicated 
to Mary who started the CHS version of Las Posadas 
at the Old Church in 1999.
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                          Winter 
           Craft Show 
The thirty-seventh annual Winter Craft 
Show was very successful and upbeat 
again this year, and the weather mostly 
cooperated. The tent company surprised 
us with an upgraded tent that had an actual 
door and this helped to contain the heat. 
Vendors and visitors were appreciative!


We were able to accept 37 artist crafters 
who sold over $43,000 worth of their 
wares. Many artist crafters expressed 
their pleasure to be back in the show and 
there was a strong sense of community.  


Approximately 1300 visitors came to the 
show over the three days. On Saturday 
over 500 attended and nearly as many on 
Sunday. Some came to check out new ven-
dors and others to reconnect with favorites 
from past years. Many of the artists, 
including new artists, are from Corrales.


Flo Yepa and her family (Sun & Fire from 
Jemez) again sold their delicious food in 
the courtyard. Fry bread dishes are a 
particular favorite at our events. Many 
visitors came back a second day for the 
food and then looked around again.  


After expenses this show brought in 
over $5000 towards the preservation 
and maintenance of the Old Church—
and it brought a lot of goodwill to the 
community and crafters. It is expensive 
to rent the tent and pay for security, but 

we believe this show is truly a Corrales 
community event. On Saturday the “new” 
San Ysidro Church on Corrales Road also 
held their Craft Show; both locations 
benefited from the increased traffic.


We are especially grateful this year to 
have been supported financially by the 
Lodgers Tax Committee. Close to $1400 
was carried over from funds initially 
allocated to the Fine Arts Show and was 
used for advertising this event. An addi-
tional $1350 was approved for security, 
which is necessary because of having a 
tent in the parking lot. We are grateful to 
the Committee Members and to the 
Village Councilors for their support, and 
to Skye DeVivi and Melanie Romero for 
their assistance.  


Carol Rigmark, Visual Arts Council Chair


 


23



                          Festival 
of the Nativities 
The final CHS public event of the year, the 
Festival of the Nativities occurred in the 
Old Church on the weekend of December 
13 and 14. It featured nativity sets the 
community loaned for display.


Educational boards allowed exhibitors to 
mark the origins of their nativity sets on 
world, United States and New Mexico 
maps. A poster nearby told the story of 
the origin of the Christmas crèche. Shop 
in a Basket and Membership represen-
tatives were present near the main entry.


The ambiance was serene and welcoming 
with Christmas music enhancing the 
experience. Decorations included natural-
colored paper chains, 3-D suspended 
brown paper snowflakes, adobe-colored 
tree ornaments, red poinsettias, and pine 
greenery. Refreshments were traditional 
cider and biscochitos. 


Sub-committees included Pre-show 
Staging, Exhibit Set-up/Take-down, Intake 
Documentation, Raffle, Welcoming, 
Education, Refreshments, Poinsettias, 
Music, Signage, and Photo Documentation. 


The committees coordinated during 
monthly docent meetings and individually 
as needed. From the community, 97 
loaned nativity sets were displayed along 
with ten CHS-owned sets.


Over two days, 583 visitors attended, 
including the Village Mayor and some 
councilors. KRQE-TV interviewed the 
chairperson for a news spot that aired at 
9 pm Sunday, December 14.


Three beautiful CHS-owned nativity sets 
were raffled. Raffle tickets and outright 
donations brought in a total of $1,163. 
Event expenses were $315.52.


Exhibit take-down was Monday morning, 
December 15. Ceiling mounted decor and 
trees were left in place to be used for the 
Docent Dinner, Music in Corrales and a 
church group who rents the space for 
their Christmas service.


Veronica Dutczak 
Festival of the Nativities Chair 


ARTIST: CHARLIE CARRILLO
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￼  CCAC/Music in Corrales

Thank you’s go to CHS volunteers Carol 
Brown, CHS Docents, Debbie Clemente, 
Veronica Dutczak, Jeff Jones, Cynthia 
Kolson, and Jennifer Seidel.


—Jannie Dusseau 

￼  Docents

The Docents are the backbone of the CHS 
volunteers community and participate in 
nearly every CHS Event. There are a few 
standout volunteers to recognize:

Shop in a Basket is a successful fund-
raising vehicle for CHS, made possible by 
the effort of Melinda Davenport, along 
with the support of her husband Dave. 
Shop in a Basket also provides an oppor-
tunity for Old Church guests to take away 
a memento of their visit. Melinda is also 
instrumental in training other volunteers in 
managing sales and the use of the credit 
card system.

Trish Whitesel and Pat Obrey took great 
care of the volunteers at Heart of Corrales 
Fiesta and Mudding Day as Kitchen Coor-
dinators. We also appreciate their work 
throughout the year to make sure that the 
kitchen is well stocked. Trish and her 
husband Allan also took a very active role 
in the ongoing putting up and taking down 

of signs that happen with every event. 
Debbie Clemente and Denise O’Connor 
keep our communication up to date, and 
make sure that we are getting information 
to the people who need it. Nan Kimball, 
in addition to all the other work she does 
for CHS, is our Tour Co-ordinator. Tours 
are the primary opportunity for the 
community to learn about the history of the 
Old Church. Nan’s efforts to align the 
public tour schedule with other events, 
such as Second Saturday and Casa San 
Ysidro events, have helped increase the 
number of visitors to our Old Church.

Past Docent Chairs Becky Martinez and 
Alice Glover continue to support the 
docents with both their time, and their 
willingness to step in when needed. 
Because I am out of town half of the time, 
their support was instrumental in keeping 
the Docent activities on track in 2025.

Cindy Taylor led the organization of the  
June Luncheon and Docent Meeting 
Refreshments. Jill Levy and Karen 
Muncy organized the Spring Bus Tour.

All of the Docents who volunteer at the 
many events throughout the year help 
make the Old Church a welcoming space 
and provide a chance for people to learn 
about its amazing history. We contribute 

our time and efforts to giving tours, pro-
viding manpower and refreshments to 
various events, and lending a hand when 
needed.


—Heidi Jones


￼  Preservation  
and Maintenance

Special thanks to Deputy Fire Chief 
Tanya Lattin for her time and dedication 
in overseeing the renovation project. CHS 
Vice President Ed Boles was a great 
help with many of the P&M activities; his 
historic building knowledge and expertise 
were invaluable in 2025.

Special thanks to Allan and Trish Whitesel 
for helping keep the grounds watered and 
maintained during the year.


—Jeff Jones 

￼  Fine Arts Show

Although CHS plans and executes much 
of the show, Corrales Society of Artists 
(CSA) contributes tremendously by taking 
control of the set up and take down of 
panels and lighting, and hanging of the 
art. Sandy Corless in particular offered 
endless help in so many ways! Thanks to 
Jenn Noel, Beth Waldron-Yuhas, Sandy 
Corless and their teams for their help.  
And thanks to the many CHS members 
and docents who helped with various 
tasks—and especially with the Artists’ 
Reception.


—Carol Rigmark

 

 

 

It takes many hands.

      Acknowledgements
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￼  Winter Craft Show

Beth Waldron-Yuhas and Tom Boldt 
from Corrales Society of Artists gave 
invaluable assistance, especially helping 
to mark out spaces in the tent and Old 
Church. CHS Docents volunteered their 
time sitting shifts as greeters. Trish and 
Allan Whitesel did the difficult task of 
putting out the many yard signs for both 
shows. Jill Russell took charge of the 
banners and sandwich boards. As always 
we are dependent on the Marketing 
Committee and especially Carolyn 
O’Mara’s graphics; this help in advertising 
the events is essential. It takes many to 
put on these events, so we are grateful.


—Carol Rigmark 

￼  Marketing

Two people assisted Marketing with 
creating flyers for Speaker Series this year. 
Doug Prout, a graphic designer who is 
not a CHS member, generously gave his 
time to create four program flyers. And 
member Cynthia Kolson pitched in to 
create a flyer during our busy fall season. 
Thanks to both!


—Nan Kimball 

￼  Speaker Series

The Speaker Series acknowledges the 
wide support given by the many commu-
nity members who attend our events 
regularly and by CHS volunteers who 
contribute to its success. This includes 
the Marketing and Publicity Committees 

and CHS docents that supply refreshments 
at each Speaker Series Event. A special 
thanks also goes out to the Wheels Museum 
in Albuquerque for their support by recom-
mending speakers for our 2025 season. 
Finally, we acknowledge the past contri-
butions to the Speaker Series by the New 
Mexico Humanities Council, the Sandoval 
County Historical Society, and the New 
Mexico Historical Society.


—Dean Sherer 

￼  Festival of the Nativities

This could not have been done without 
the help of many people. Thank you to 
Jennifer Seidel for staging the venue and 
nativities; Jane Moorman for her detailed 
intake documentation; Denise O’Connor 
for handling the raffle details; Becky 
Martinez for leading the welcoming 
group; Nan Kimball for developing the 
educational aspect with world, U.S. and 
New Mexico maps showing origins of 
nativities; Trish Whitesel for supervising 
refreshments; Marge Gerber for rounding 
up the poinsettia donations; Dean Sherer 
for the music; Alice Glover for signage; 
Lisa Sparks for photo documentation; 
the Marketing team and Publicity for 
flyers, postcards, and online advertising; 
and to all the other volunteers not listed 
here. And of course a huge thank you to 
all the people in the community who lent 
their treasured nativities for all to view—
without you there would be no show.


—Veronica Dutczak 

 

                                            

 

 

   

   

S E C O N D  P R I N T I N G 


Now Available

BY 


Mary Davis

Get your copy at any CHS event 

at the Shop in a Basket 
or 

out-of-town purchases 
may be made by contacting 

CHSTreasurer@CorralesHistory.org


Still just $25 for 280 pages 
of fascinating Corrales history!

Mary Davis 
signed 

 books at 
an event in 

August.
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Five different CHS volunteers were nomi-
nated this year for Member of the Year. 
Three received multiple nominations. 
Each nominee played a key role in our 
successes this year, so deciding on one 
honoree required careful thought. We 
cheer the five nominees for their work on 
behalf of CHS, the Old Church, and the 
Village of Corrales in 2025.

It was agreed that Carol Rigmark is 
our Member of the Year. 

In 2025 Carol has done exemplary 
work on the Fine Arts and Winter Craft 
shows as she has for several years. 
She also found time this summer to fill 
in as CHS Secretary during Betsy 
Kenny’s four-month absence. Carol 
smiled her way through the extra work 
and did it well. Carol is praised for her 
efforts in connecting CHS to organiza-
tions such as the Corrales Society of 
Artists and Corrales MainStreet, as well 
as her grace in upholding art and craft 
standards in shows. 

One nominator called her a breath of 
fresh air for her timely and tireless work 
within CHS. 

And then there’s the CHS balance 
sheet. Reportedly a frugal spender of 

CHS funds, Carol also helps raise 
thousands of dollars annually via the 
Fine Arts Show and Winter Craft Show, 
her pet projects. 

As chair of our Visual Arts Council, 
Carol works closely with the Marketing 
Team, whose members laud her 
intentions and methods, from the 
interpersonal to the mundane. It seems 
her savvy is comprehensive.

Carol Rigmark is truly a worthy recipient 
of this honor and a credit to this 
organization. Brava, Carol! 

Corrales Historical Society

   2025 Member of the Year

Carol Rigmark was honored as CHS Member of the 
Year at the CHS Annual Meeting in late November. 
Carol’s name has joined previous honorees, starting 
45 years ago, on a plaque displayed at the Old 
Church.

Above content extracted from Anne Van Camp’s 
Annual Meeting remarks
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Rudy J. Miera joined CHS as a Raíces 
Committee member in time to direct 
the 2025 production 
of Las Posadas y 
Los Pastores held 
on December 10, an 
event that tapped 
his experiences as a 
teacher, musician, 
artist and writer. 
Growing up in the 
North Valley, he’d 
been interested in 
the area’s rich 
culture and history 
since childhood. At age three or so he 
vividly remembers his “Tia” inviting him 
to be in the Pastores play in Belen. That 
was it! The costumes, the Christmas 
story, the cultural traditions and the 
communal unity inspired his future.


He’s also known that eight generations 
ago, Spaniard Don Bernardo de Miera 
y Pacheco, santero and mapmaker, 
documented New Mexico in his 1706 
map, which is still referred to today. 
Rudy found a print of it in the Corrales 
Reference Library after our interview. 
He feels a responsibility to honor the 
efforts his ancestors put forth to 

document the history, art and culture 
for future generations. During Rudy’s 
studies at UNM, he worked under 
retablo artist Charlie Carrillo whose 
efforts in the 1980s and ’90s were to 
bring back retablo art to New Mexico.


With a BA in Art Education and a 
Masters in Language Arts from UNM, 
Rudy began a rewarding teaching 
experience at the alternative “School 
on Wheels” in the South Valley. As a 
group project, his students embarked 
on a wall fresco mural project involving 
them in everything from soliciting 
donations, creating fresco color formu-
lations, to executing the mural and 
mounting the dedication plaque while 
standing alongside Mayor Marty Chavez. 
Though it since has seen many weather 
extremes, the mural is still there.


Rudy and his wife MariAnna have been 
Corraleños for 36 years. They moved 
into her deceased parents’ home on East 
Meadowlark, where they enjoy tending 
the Thompson grapes MariAnna’s 
parents established years ago. 


Recently, Rudy edited a half-hour 
documentary film of the June 7 Raíces 
gathering. The film will be featured at 

the April 2026 CHS Speaker Series 
program.


When it came to joining the Historical 
Society and Raíces, what appealed to 
Rudy was the visionary overlap and the 
cross generational interests that CHS 
and Raíces have demonstrated in their 
work. He aspires to inspire next genera-
tions through meaningful cultural events 
that create wonderful memories they too 
can pass on in their future endeavors.


—Veronica Dutczak

New Member Profile—Rudy Miera

A poster featuring  
a retablo of San Rafael  
painted by Rudy’s ancestor Don Bernardo de 
Miera y Pacheco pre 1800, and Rudy’s retablo by 
his own hand of the same saint 200 years later
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In 1710, a grant of the Alameda lands was given to Corporal 
Francisco Montes Vigil, a soldier in the Spanish army. The 
Alameda Land Grant included 106,274 acres. Vigil was unable 
to settle on his grant as required by Spanish law, so he sold it in 
1712 to Captain Juan Gonzales Bas who was then living in 
Bernalillo. Gonzales sold a portion of his land in 1718 to 
Salvador Martinez. The family names found in Spanish 
archives dating from 1713-1821, include Gonzales, Martinez, 
Baca, Gutierrez, Armijo, Montoya, Silva, Chaves, Perea, 
Leal, Sanchez, Martin, Sandoval, Candelaria, and Garcia. 
These are living family names in Corrales today. 


Existence in this high desert environment was precarious, but the 
hardy population multiplied, and the land was divided among 
the descendants of Juan Gonzales and 
his relatives by the traditional Spanish 
method of establishing long, narrow 
strips stretching from the river to the 
sand hills. The flooding of the land, 
both by irrigation of farmland and by 
the Rio Grande, established the shape 
and the patterns of development in 
Corrales. The old Corrales acequia was 
dug in the early 18th century, and water 
was brought into the ditch directly from 
the Rio Grande at a diversion point at 
the north end of the valley. The more 
fertile and irrigable land in the river 
bottom was used for raising chile, corn, 
beans, fruits and vegetables, while the 
sand hills were used in common for the 
pasturing of sheep, cattle and horses. 


European farmers from Italy and France began to settle in the 
Corrales valley in the 1860s. Among the Italian families who 
settled here were the Palladinis, Targhettas and Salces; 
French families included the Alarys, Imberts, Leplats, and 
Lermusiaux. In 1879 the Alary family purchased land toward 
the north end of Corrales from the Montoya family, and by the 
1880s they were successfully growing several varieties of grapes 
(up until that time the only type of grape grown in Corrales was 
the Mission grape). By 1900 Corrales was known for its 
vineyards and the making of wine, much of it by French and 
Italian families. By the late 1930s, most of the vineyards were 
gone, replaced by acres of orchards, pastures and cornfields. 
Several of these families continue to farm in Corrales today. 

Corrales: An Evolving History

Aerial view of central Corrales looking toward the soon-to-come Rio Rancho, 1959 by Dick Kent—CHS Archives

—compiled by Nan Kimball

Content taken from Hometown Corrales, Village of

Corrales Website, and Corrales Historic Buildings
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2025 Corrales Historical Society Annual Membership Roster
Chris Allen & Paul Knight
Robert B. & Susan Nelson 
Anderson
Amy Andrews
Johanna & Bill Ash
Montie W. Avery
Rebecca Ballantine
Marge Barcheck
Catherine Bergen
Stan Betzer
Ricardo Blanco
Roseann Blanco
Michiel Bourdrez
Barbara Boyd
Helen Boyer
Karl & Jane Braithwaite
Kevin Brandenstein & Family
Carol & John Brown
Kathleen Brown
Sarah J. Burns
Susan Cahill
Liz & Jeff Carmack
Tom Carson & Donna Garcia
Joel Causey
Robert Chase & Rhonda Bubar
Stacia Chavez
Tracy Cline
Janet Cosgrove
Susan J. Cote'
Dianne Cress & Jon McCorkell
David & Melinda Davenport
Katherine & Alan Davidner
Martha Davis
Linda Dehainaut
Pat DeVivi
Gloria & Tyler Diggle
Linda Dillenback
Rosemary Drexel
John & Holly Dunlap
Karen Duray
Jerry & Jannie Dusseau
Veronica Dutczak
Margaret Elliston

Bruce & Susana Erling
Jerry & Molly Evans
Jim & Linda Fahey
Arnold & Sandra Farley
David Furbush
Deanna Galkin-Doran
Marge Gerber
Mary Gerhart
Hope Grey
Angela Gutierrez
Elizabeth Hall
Vicki Handfield & Ed McCool
Linda Harris
Fred Hashimoto
Cliff Hazlitt
Michael, Susan, Noah, Lila & 
Michael C. Heralda
Sue Hoadley
Janet Hodde-Vargas & Luis Vargas
Cynthia & Rusty Hoefer
Linda Hoeltke
Vanessa Hofheins
Jessica Hough 
Diane Inman
Shireen Jacob
Judy James
Mark Jennings
Maureen Kelly
Betsy & Leo Kenny
Nan Kimball
Mel Knight
Cynthia Kolson
Carl & Eileen Koop
Jan Kunz
Mary Lance & Ben Daitz
Kathie Langway
Dell Lawhead
Carol & Craig Levy
Theresa Lopez
Deborah Louie-Vandevelde 
   & Gus Vandevelde
Joann & Scott MacKenzie
Marcos Madrid

Wayne & Jolene Maes
Margarita Maestas
Sara Maschoff
Julie Mayes
Barbara McGough
Joanne Meehan
Bernadette & Gilbert Merriman
Rudy Miera
Mary Miller
Paulette Miller
Jan Elizabeth Mitchell
David & Alice Monet
Jane Moorman
Karen & Steve Muncy
Angelica & Robert Nelson
Patrice Obrey
Denise O'Connor
Dennis & Carolyn O'Mara
Virginia Ortega
Frank Perea
Richard Perea
William S. Perkins
Jan Protz
Breanna Rangel
Anita Rhodes
Carol Rigmark & Thomas Byrnes
Karen Rivera
Michael & Jo Anne Roake
Renee Robillard
Bill & Sue Rodrigues
Jude Rudder
Catherine Ruiz
Judith Salas
Richard Scheiber
Paul Schindwolf
John Schumann & Dd Moomaw
Sue & Bob Scott
Curt & Laureli Scribner
Charles Seery
Frank & Jennifer Seidel
Dean Sherer
Robert & Patricia Silvers
Victoria & Greg Smalley

Donna Smith
Patricia A. Snipes
Linda & Gary Socha
Stacia Spragg-Braude & Darren  
   Braude & August Spragg-Braude
Corinne Stapp
Nancy & Jerry Stermer
Anne Stirling
Patti Sullivan
Lynn Sweatman
Dolores Tafoya
Edwina Tafoya
A.C. & Ann Taylor
Cindy Taylor & Redge Estell
Leanora Terhune
Rick Thaler
Berta Thompson
Annette Guiterrez Turk
Tom & Kitty Tynan
Dolores Valtierra & Sandra Corless
Anne Van Camp  
   & Harry Simmeth, Jr.
Laura Vigil
Sylvia Villarreal
Dayton & Sara Voorhees
Kurt & Pam Wagener
Salomé Ward
Patricia & Allan Whitesel
Kathy Winnett
Pam Young
Pat Young
Susan Zimmerman & Lynn Slade
Bill & Ann Zolin
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Corrales Historical Society Lifetime Membership Roster
C. Danielle Allen

Shannon Biddle

Ben Blackwell

Edgar Boles & Michele Minnis

Bill & Benita Brennan

Don & Gloria Bullis

Jane Butel

Bill Byers

Aaron Gardner, Site Manager 
   Casa San Ysidro

The Albuquerque Museum 

Mary Chestnut & Charles Schwab

Patricia Clauser

Rick & Debbie Clemente

Robert Couch

Grace Cummins

Matthew Davidson

Tessa Davidson

Paul & Mary Davis

Catherine Deans-Barrett

John & Suanne Derr

Paul Dickson & Susan Fitzgerald

Irene Douglass

Martha Egan

Bob Eichorst

Skip & Donna Erickson

Karen Fitzpatrick & Mark Guerin

Ginger Foote

Michael & Janie Foris

Emily Franke

Polly Garner

Dianne Glover

Alice Glover

Sandy Gold

Jackie & Robert Good

Dr. Jerome & Lorraine Goss

Richard & Kathleen Green

Leandro & Nancy Griego

Candelaria Gutierrez

Debra Hammack

Hal & Donna Hankinson

Judy Hart

Dorothy D. Hawkins


Cecilia Martinez Howard

Joan Hutchinson

Heidi & Jeff Jones

Sandy & Jeremy Jones

Sherry Jones

James & Adeline Kantor

Thomas & Gretchen Keleher

Gary & Mary Kitts

Pat Kneen

Renee LaBauve & Andrew Paquet Jr.

Richard Levine

Jill Levy

Martha Liebert

Harry & Betsey Linneman

Joe & Linda Losack

Mark & Veronica Losack

Felipe Lucero

Ken & Becky Martinez

Ralph Martinez

Larry McGoldrick

Denis & Joanie McSweeney

Gary Miller

Kerry Miller

Jeannie Montano

Jimmy & Mary Frances Montano

Maria de La Luz Moreno

Linda Maher Neumann

Renay Nieto

Paulette Palladini

Ed & Dennie Paschich

Ron & Becky Pate

Antoinette Montano Patterson 
   & Richard Patterson

Deborah Peacock & Nate Korn

Nancy Peake

Clifford & Viki Pedroncelli

Oliver & Jana Pijoan

Teresa Pijoan

Jeff Radford

Sharon Rager

John & Lenore Reeve

Peter & Nancy Renna

George & Sara Rhodes


Drew Richman

Kathy J. Rinehart

Ray & Mary Rose Rivera

Jeana Rodarte-Romero

Esther Otero Romero

Frauke Roth

Cindy J. Russell

Nancy Rutland

Sandoval County Tourism

Nora Scherzinger

Joel & Beth Scott

Margarita Garcia Sexson

Dr. Scott & Karen Sibbett

Helene Silverblatt & Bob Buser

Larry Sjoberg

Lisa & Craig Sparks

Paula Sussman

Elizabeth Staley

Dr. David Stinchcomb

Kay Tenorio

Herald & Antonia Tenorio

Cynthia C. Tidwell

Steve Tolber & 
   Louise Campbell Tolber

Jim & Debbie Toya

Martha Trainer

Jim & Jasmine Tritten

Dee Turner

Von Ancken Family 
   Elena Kayak & Richard Von Ancken

Arlene Wagner

Joyce & Alan Weitzel

Steven & Cheri Wenk

William & Susan White

Barbara Williams

Gay Wilmerding

Christopher & Patricia Windisch

Dorothy Wiskup

Linda Wolcott

Jim & Carla Wright


Top to bottom: Allan Whitesel mans the Snack Table;  
group packs artifacts and furnishings before restoration 
begins; workers turn out for the Harvest Festival Fiesta; Tanya Lattin honored at Annual Meeting
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Assembled by the

CHS Marketing Team
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