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The Historic Old San Ysidro Church was built in
1868. The Corrales Historical Society was
founded in 1973 as a non-profit organization that
would care for and manage Corrales' then
century-old San Ysidro Church after the parish
moved to a new larger building. For many years
CHS concentrated on the restoration of the
church, ensuring that its essential historic
features were kept while its usefulness as a
community resource was 
enhanced.

 The Society continues to maintain 
and preserve the authenticity of 
the Old Church. CHS is dedicated 
to promoting a greater appreciation 
and better understanding of the 
history and traditions of the 
community of Corrales, a 
centuries-old agricultural village 
just north of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
The Old Church was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 1980 and also
listed on the  New Mexico Register of Cultural
Properties. It is located at 966 Old Church Road
in Corrales, New Mexico.

Photo courtesy of Dennis Chamberlain

About CHS
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President's Message
by John McCandless

We’re Back! After two years of an almost
complete shutdown due to the COVID
pandemic the Corrales Historical
Society jumped back into action in 2022.
And as the following reports willshow,
we quickly returned to our ongoing
mission to preserve the Historic Old San
Ysidro Church, research and record the
history of Corrales and provide
opportunities for Corraleños and
neighbors from surrounding
communities to learn about the history
of our village and our state.

I am pleased to report that the Old
Church, Annex and grounds are in good
shape thanks to the efforts of the
Preservation and Maintenance
committee. In addition to the usual
maintenance tasks, major work included
the repair of a leak in the Old Church
roof, replacing the Annex storage room
roof, and installing a T-loop system in
the church to assist the hearing
impaired during concerts and other
events. On Mudding Day, the windows
on the south side of the church were
repainted, and the sacristy was cleared
out to allow greater use.

John
McCandless

All of our events were very
well attended this year and
we’re grateful for the tireless
efforts of volunteers on our
Marketing and Publicity
committees to share our
work with the wider
community.
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President's Message 
continued from previous page

Our efforts to preserve and share the

history of Corrales also picked up this year.

The Archives committee continued

uploading images to the UNM website and

produced several articles for the Corrales

Comment and Corrales MainStreet News. A

new committee, Plaques and Tour was

created to continue efforts to identify and

recognize historic buildings in Corrales.

Mary Davis chairs it. The Speaker Series

sponsored outstanding presentations and

the traditions of sharing Corrales’ history

through Heritage Day and the Heart of

Corrales Fiesta returned. We were very

grateful that former President Susan Cahill

stepped up late in the year to make sure

the Nativities Festival was a success. All of

our events were very well attended this

year. We’re grateful for the tireless efforts

of volunteers on our Marketing and

Publicity committees to share our work

with the broader community.

I am also happy to report that our finances

are in good shape. The Ways and Means

and Membership committees helped to

ensure a healthy revenue stream and

continued membership. The Treasurer’s

report shows that our expenses remained

within budget, and our revenues exceeded

expectations due to increased rentals,

successful fundraising events, and

donations. The Society is well positioned

financially to undertake major preservation

projects in the coming years, including

replastering the church's exterior in 2023

and replastering the interior in 2024 or

2025.

Administratively it was also a busy year. The

Executive Committee, building on the work

of the 2021 committee, revised our rental

agreements to ensure they meet our current

needs, updated our contracts with our

Rental Scheduler and Webmaster, and

formalized our agreement with the Corrales

Cultural Arts Council, aka Music in Corrales.

We have also migrated our website and

email hosting to Google Workspace. This will

allow improved email service and provide

cloud-based storage for our records.

At our Annual Meeting on November 27, I

was pleased to present the Member of the

Year Award to Alice Glover. Alice has been

involved with CHS since the 1970s and was

President of the Society a decade ago. This

year she stepped up to rebuild our Docents

program. The Docents are critical to the

success of our programs, monitoring events

and providing refreshments. They also open

the Old Church to visitors when openings in

the rental schedule allow. The Docents

program had languished during the

pandemic and did not exist at the beginning

of 2022. Alice, always a force to be reckoned

with, rebuilt the program and had the

Docents back in business within months.

She was also a vital member of the

Nominations Committee that identified new

officers and committee chairs for the

coming year. Her recognition was well

deserved.
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At the same meeting, it was my distinct honor and privilege to join Corrales Mayor 
Jim Fahey to present a Village Proclamation designating Mary Davis as the Village
Historian. Mary, a resident of Corrales for 50 years, has had a remarkable career as a
local historian and author, documenting the history of Albuquerque, the North Valley
and Corrales. She is one of the real treasures of our community. As Alice Glover aptly
said, “If you have a question about the history of Corrales or its families, ask Mary. She
will know.” The full text of the proclamation can be found on page 41.

As is always the case, the new year brings change to the Board of Directors. Several
members, myself included, will be stepping down. Jan Kunz has been a long-time
member and chair of more committees than I can track. Her lively presence will be
missed. A special thanks go to Pam Young, our Treasurer, for the past three years. With
her thorough background in non-profit finance, Pam was able to get our books in much
better shape. Her impact cannot be overstated. Sues Winstead did an outstanding job
revitalizing the Speaker Series after the pandemic hiatus. And Dave Cross deserves
many thanks for chairing the Preservation and Maintenance committee and keeping
our facilities in good shape.

Several members will be changing roles for 2023. Carol Brown will move from Vice
President to Treasurer, Anne van Camp will move from the Membership chair to chair
the Archives committee, Marg Elliston will step aside from her Director At Large role to
chair the Membership Committee, and Nan Kimball will replace Denise O’Connor as
Marketing chair. Thanks to their willingness to get involved, we welcome new members
to our Board. Ken Martinez will take over as President, Phil Gasteyer will chair the
Ways & Means committee, Dean Sherer will head up the Speaker Series, Jon Young will
chair Preservation and Maintenance, and Sherry Jones will join the Board as a Director
At Large.

CHS is a dynamic organization with an essential role in the life of the Village. I have
thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the Board members and numerous other
volunteers over the past five years. Working with them and playing a small part in
caring for the Old Church and preserving our history has been an honor and a pleasure.
Their efforts speak to the value of involvement in the community and the interest we
all share in the past, present, and future of Corrales.

President's Message 
continued from previous page



The Committee this year continued its work cataloging and posting
photographs from our collection to the UNM-managed New Mexico digital
archive. In addition, because of increasing interest from commercial and
research organizations in our collection, we created a form and process
needed to respond to those wishing to use our photos.

Monthly articles written by Mary Davis describing interesting pieces of
Corrales history as “I never Knew that!” continue to appear in the Corrales
Comment and are then available on the Archives page of the CHS website.
This page also contains information on accessing the NM Digital Archive and
the committee’s work.

Our Heritage Day event included photo displays on aspects of Corrales
history and culture that included a timeline from 10,000 B.C. to the present
and a new photo display of our efforts to save waterlogged pieces of the
Corrales Time Capsule buried 25 years ago. We were also asked what
contents should be placed in the new time capsule. In addition to the corn
grinding and butter-making demos at the event, which visitors could try, we
added a very popular ristra-making demo by committee member 
Margarita Garcia Sexon, and an associated children’s table this year. Our
presence at the Harvest Fest included similar photo displays and
demonstrations of early farm life in Corrales including the tools used for
harvesting, making lard and chicharrones, and flavorful food from Chico's.

Archives
by Jan Kunz

CorralesHistory.org 6
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The year started with a
leak in the hot water
baseboard system in the
Old Church (OC). Two
nails from the floor
installation punctured the
copper hot water piping.
IAB Mechanical repaired
the piping.    

Keys were issued to new
board members and
committee chairs. Keys
from outgoing folks were
collected. The master list
of who has keys and their
access code is in the
office file cabinet. The
Board agreed to
separately key the
Kitchen. Kitchen keys
were distributed.

The call list for the Access
Control/Alarm system was
updated. Keeping with
tradition, the P&M Chair
was at top of the list,
followed by the President
and then the VP, third.

P&M provided a Budget
for fiscal year 2022 for
approval. Ultimately the
budget was approved.

Some confusion
surrounded occupancy
limits at the OC. P&M
submitted to John Pata at
the Village Fire
Department occupancy
calculations per code. The
Fire Department agreed
with the calculations.
Improvements were made
to the hot water heat /
boiler system. A new
thermostat  replaced the 

old thermostat in the OC
and a temperature-
pressure gauge was added
to the boiler.

The Annex attic Air
Conditioning system was
serviced in 2022. It is
suggested the system be
serviced every 2 - 3 years.

Red Shovel Landscape
sprayed pre-emergent
weed control. It is
suggested to have all the
grounds and parking lot
treated multiple times
during the year.

New batteries were
installed early in the year
in the Chandelier Lights
and again in late summer.
There are 16 lights per
chandelier, 2 chandeliers,
and 2 AA batteries per
light for a total of 64
batteries.  

Played whack-a-mole all
year with flickering ceiling
lights in the OC. Not sure
why some lights flicker,
and others don’t. The LED
lights installed use less
power than the old style
incandescent bulbs.
Ceiling lights are LED, 60w
equivalent, 5000k wave
length. 

Replacement bulbs are
kept in the Chair Storage
Room.

The Board asked for
possible Capital
Improvements for the
current fiscal year.
 

Replace chair
storage room metal
roofing

Replaster exterior of
Old Church

Numerous Capital
Improvement Projects
were discussed at Board
Meetings. After
discussing the Board
voted to focus on the
following Capital
Projects for 2022: 

The work included the
removal of the metal
roof, the addition of
7/16” wood decking,
peel and stick
underlayment adhered
to the wood decking, 26
ga galvalume metal roof
deck, and 26 galvalume
flashing. The work was
completed in the fall by
volunteers Greg Hill,
Paul Avritt, John
McCandless and David
Cross.

P&M contacted 5
plasters of which only 1
submitted an estimate
of cost for repairs.
Crocker Ltd, Santa Fe,
estimated $27,650 for
the work. Crocker is
preparing a revised and
final bid. Final bid to be
discussed by the Board
and accepted before
acceptance.

Exterior plaster work is
anticipated to be
completed in the 2023
budget year and to be
paid from CHS funds.

Preservation & Maintenance
by Dave Cross

Photo courtesy Dennis Chamberlain
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Add in-line water
filter to Kitchen water
service 

Construct storage
facility adjacent to
Annex
Upgrade restrooms
Upgrade parking lot
Replace water heater
with an on-demand
type

Tree trimming 

A five filter RO system
and separate faucet were
added at the Kitchen
sink.

The Capital Projects
which the Board decided
to postpone for the
future were as follows:

Branchez Tree was
selected after receiving
proposals from three
firms. The work was done
in a single day. The SE
corner of OC continued
to leak after rains.

Facility Build, the
contractors to the Village
for the roof replacement,
continued to honor its
warranty and responded
numerous times. After
many attempts, the
metal roof sheets were
removed, decking and
underlayment installed
and roofing reapplied.
Monitoring is ongoing
after each rain.

Mudding Day was a
success with over 40
volunteers. The OC
courtyard wall was
replastered, the grounds
weeded and spruced up,
and the south window 

Restore interior mud
plaster in Old Church

Improve functionality
of the Sacristy

Crocker Ltd. again was
the only respondent to
our request for estimate
of cost. Crocker provided
two alternatives. The first
was just the removal of
the gypsum slip finish
before applying a finish
coat and the second, to
remove the plaster back
to the adobe bricks if the
plaster was not adhering
to the bricks. In a
subsequent meeting,
Crocker opened holes in
the plaster back to the
bricks. They determined
that the plaster was NOT
adhering to the adobe
bricks. The Crocker
estimate for this event
was $150,150 to do the
work. Crocker
subsequently revised its
estimate to $126,600.
Floor protection and the
removal of water vapor
from the drying plaster
are major costs in the
proposal. Crocker finding
of its investigation of the
interior plaster and
preparing a
recommended scope
of work along with an
update to its proposal. 

Duplicate items and
fixtures rarely used 
were removed and stored
at the Jones Barn. 4 LED
track lighting fixtures
were added to replace
the single incandescent
light fixture. The Stations
of the Cross prints were
also mounted on the wall.

frames painted. The
Sacristy and Storage
Room were cleaned.
The material in the
Annex attic was
organized.
Refreshments were
provided by CHS
Docents. Excess
material was hauled to
the Jones Barn for
storage.

It was brought to CHS’
attention that the OC
did not meet the ADA
requirement for the
hearing- impaired. An
ADA loop system was
added to the sound
rack and a connecting
induction loop was
added to the OC walls.  

Fans placed in the
windows were set to
operate on timers for
the hot months, May
through September.
They brought in cool
night air into the OC
making the interior
temperature
comfortable. That is,
until the high
afternoon
temperatures
afternoons overtook
the previous evening's
improvement. The
Board discussed 
 options to improve
cooling of the OC. The
conclusion was to keep
the status quo since
adding an A/C system
would be expensive
and potentially
compromise the Old
Church's historic
designation.  

Preservation 
continued from previous page



CorralesHistory.org 9

Speaker
Series
by Sues Winstead

The Corrales Historical Society
proudly provides the Speaker Series
to benefit our members and the
community. Presentations are free
and open to the public. Our
purpose is to provide historical and
cultural presentations about New
Mexico to engage, educate, and
inspire the audience. The speakers
are chosen primarily from the
Historical Society of New Mexico
and New Mexico Humanities
Council Speaker Bureau lists. The
speakers are experts in a wide
variety of topics.

Speaker Series Events are held
monthly on Sunday afternoons, at 
2:00 pm, at the Old Church in
Corrales located at 966 Old Church
Road, Corrales, New Mexico. Grants
from the New Mexico Humanities
Council fund this non-profit
program, the National Endowment
for the Humanities, and generous
donations from private citizens. A
special thanks to all the CHS
volunteers who make this program
possible. Due to COVID-19
concerns, the first presentation in
January was canceled, and the
second was done via Zoom.
However, presentations resumed
being held at the Old Church in
March 2022.
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Speaker Series
continued from previous page



To introduce visitors (and locals) to the Old San Ysidro Church
To introduce these visitors to some of the many fine artists and crafters in New
Mexico
To provide these artists with an exceptional venue to show their creations
To provide a community service as we highlight the Heart of the Historic District in
Corrales
To raise much-needed funds for the preservation and maintenance of the Old
Church

The Visual Arts Council (VAC) is responsible for putting on art shows in the Old
Church. Typically there are two annual shows: the Fine Arts Show in early October
during the 9 days of Balloon Fiesta and the Winter Craft Show during the first full
weekend of December. This year VAC also assisted with a special weekend show of
the NNM Beginning and Advanced Sculpture Classes, even though it was a privately
sponsored event.

Again this year Corrales Historical Society collaborated with Corrales Society of
Artists to put on our two shows. Ken Duckert, who took on the presidency of CSA in
November of 2021, continued the special relationship that began in 2018.

There are several reasons why these shows are essential:

CorralesHistory.org 11

Visual Arts Council (VAC)
by Carol Rigmark
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Visual Arts Council 
continued from previous page

JUNTOS - an exhibition of Sculputure

This was a first-time collaboration between the
UNM Sculpture Program and CHS. Entitled
Juntos (Together), the students of Professor
Randall Wilson’s Beginning and Advanced
classes presented their interpretations of
Characters, Construction, and Bird Baths. They
worked in cast concrete, wood, paper mâché,
and steel. A private donor sponsored the event.
CHS provided advertising and marketing help.
And to make this a festive event, we invited Sun
and Fire food vendors from Jemez to sell
traditional foods in our courtyard during the
event. We set up tables/chairs outside and
provided a convivial atmosphere. Students
were on hand to chat with the visitors. Pieces
were for sale. For some budding artists, these
were their first sales, so it was exciting.  Several
students had a family connection to Corrales
and the Old Church.  A couple of them remarked
that they had grandparents in the cemetery. All
were “sons and daughters” of New Mexico and
the community. They were thrilled to have this
venue for their first show.
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FINE ARTS SHOW October 1-9

The Fine Arts Show was very well attended. The
traffic was steady most days, despite some rainy
days. Visitors were enthusiastic and highly
complimentary of the art and the beautiful Old
Church building. Every year it becomes more
known. Several artists also participating in the Rio
Grande Art Show said they had groups coming
through who enthusiastically mentioned having
been to our show, and that this was the first time
that had happened. Artists expressed the honor
they felt to be included in our show – whether they
sold artwork or not. The mood was very upbeat.

Fifty-eight artists were accepted into this show,
and we exhibited 140 pieces of art. This is a juried
show restricted to artists residing in New Mexico.
Although many were from Corrales, we had artists
from other New Mexico towns. Fourteen artists
sold a total of 29 pieces totaling $9414.94. After all
expenses, the show contributed $2569.10 towards
preserving and maintaining the Old Church. This
was less than usual because we decided to
purchase 5 new A-frames, poster boards, yard
signs, and banners to advertise the show. We will
be able to use these in the coming years.

As usual, the Marketing Committee of the Corrales
Historical Society did an outstanding job creating
the new poster boards and other colorful
advertising materials. Although CHS plans and
executes much of the show, CSA contributes
tremendously by taking control of the setup and
takedown of panels, lighting, and hanging of the art.
Thanks to Ken Duckert and his teams for this help.
And thanks to the CHS members and docents who
helped with various tasks, especially the Artists’
Reception.

Visual Arts Council
continued from previous page
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Visual Arts Council 
continued from previous page

WINTER CRAFT SHOW 
December 2-4

The Winter Craft Show was
successful and enjoyable again this
year despite many challenges. The
actual artists kept changing, even
up to the night before the event,
due to Covid and other illnesses.
We had many cancellations and
were constantly reworking the
vendor lists, layouts, and program
information. We ended up with 39
artist crafters who sold close to
$40,000 worth of their wares.

We had over 1300 visitors over the
three days despite the truly
miserable weather on Saturday.
Due to a last-minute cancellation,
we were able to give Shop-in-a-
Basket a table by the Sacristy and
docents were able to do a brisk
business.

Flo Yepa and her family (Sun & Fire
from Jemez) again sold their
delicious food. Fry bread dishes
are a particular favorite at our
events. Many came each day just
for the food and then took another
look around.

After expenses, this show brought
in $4377.98 towards the
preservation and maintenance of
the Old Church – and it brought a
lot of goodwill to the community
and crafters.

WCS Artists: Left to Right
Adriana Pertz, Elizabeth
Huffman, Elzbieta Kaleta
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The year 2022 saw us return to normal activities plus more, as reflected in
our healthy gain in net income of $34,580, compared to a projected loss of
$4,550 for the year. The Ways and Means Committee’s Treasures Sale and
Dinner Raffle generated nearly $11,000, and their American Recovery Plan
grant awarded in 2021 covered $5,134 of our expenses this year. Income in
Old Church rentals was twice as much as last year. The Fine Arts and Winter
Crafts Shows combined netted nearly $6,000, and the Heart of Corrales
Fiesta, Nativities Festival, and Speaker Series added about $4,500. The
Docents’ Shop in a Basket and Marketing’s Notecard sales brought another
$5,500.

Memberships totaled just over $6,000, and a gift of $5,000 from a single
donor boosted our donations from individuals to $7,200.

Expenditures during 2022 included several upgrades to our facilities. The
storage room of the Annex received a new roof. Plumbing upgrades
improved our hot water and boiler systems, and an inline filtering system
was installed in the Annex kitchen. Track lighting was added in the Sacristy to
improve its functionality.

To conform with ADA responsibilities, we installed a T-Loop or hearing loop
assistive listening system that connects to the Church’s amplified sound
system and may be accessed by the hearing-Impaired through their hearing
aids.

Looking ahead to 2023, two significant expenditures will be included in our
budget: $28,000 to replaster the Old Church exterior and $10,000 to plan
improvements to our parking area and installation of overhead outdoor
lighting.

The financial position of Corrales Historical Society is strong because of the
generous support of our Board of Directors, our membership, our
volunteers, and our community, and their continuing commitment to
preserve the Old Church and maintain it as a center for cultural and
educational opportunities in Corrales. I am pleased to become CHS
Treasurer at a time when the CHS is on sound financial footing. The entire
CHS commends Pam Young for her three years of diligent service as
Treasurer, and I am personally grateful to Pam for her assistance as I assume
the position of Treasurer for 2023.

See the next page for the Annual Summary of Financial Activity for 2022.

Treasurer's Report
by Carol Brown
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Treasurer's Report 
continued from previous page

Annual Summary of Financial Activity–2022
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Marketing’s primary job is to promote the events and activities that foster
the mission of the Historical Society. We do this through visuals, shared
information, public relations, social media postings, and advertisements.
Secondarily, we work hard to present CHS with a cohesive, consistent, and
professional face to the public.

2022 was a very busy year for the Marketing team as CHS events and
activities resumed after the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions were lifted.
Monthly meetings continued to be held via Zoom for the team. Chairs and
members of other committees who need Marketing to help develop or
promote their committee projects joined the team as needed.

Team members include Debbie Clemente, who writes pertinent, enticing copy and
interfaces with the media (radio, newspapers, magazines, online venues, and local
organizations such as Corrales MainStreet). She sends electronic graphics and
information to members and interested parties far and wide. Her outreach and
professional communication skills are critical to the success of this group. Jannie
Dusseau contributes her marketing expertise, terrific proofreading capabilities, and
insights to every project. Her in-depth attention to detail has proven to be an
enormous benefit to CHS. Lisa Sparks transforms our information into the website
with creative and fresh approaches that visitors find easy to navigate and enjoyable.
As people rely more on web access and social media for information, Lisa’s talents are
vital in presenting a cheerful CHS face to the world. Graphic designer Carolyn O’Mara
provides visual materials such as flyers, invitations, programs, brochures,
advertisements, and more to promote and enhance events, all of which are handed
off to others on the team to disseminate. Her talents include creating enticing
activities like the famous CHS Pie Walk during the Harvest Festival/ Heart of Corrales
Fiesta.

With knowledge of all things CHS and of Corrales itself, Nan Kimball provides valuable
insights to round out our team efforts. Martha Van Riper, who moved out of state this
fall, was always ready to help wherever needed, notably folding and packaging
notecards and down-to-earth insights. Denise O’Connor chairs the team. She
prepares agendas for monthly team discussions, sets up Zoom meetings, coordinates
with other committee chairs to participate when they need Marketing assistance,
reports monthly to the Board, and helps out where needed.

Marketing
by Denise O'Connor
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Marketing 
continued from previous page

The Archives Committee’s biggest event during each year is Heritage Day. CHS
coordinates with Casa San Ysidro for an educational day of exhibits and hands-on
activities. Mary Davis writes articles for the “Did You Know” series for the Corrales
Comment and Marketing edits and formats them for publication. This year, Mary wrote
articles about the Nicolls House; the Sandoval School (now Corrales Elementary
School); the former Territorial House on Corrales Road; prominent Corrales resident, the
late Gilbert Lopez; and the history of the Indigo Crow Building. Mary also wrote a
memorial, “Tribute to Dorothy Trafton,” formatted by the Marketing Committee for
publication in the Corrales Comment.

At the request of the Archives Committee, Marketing edited and formatted a form and
procedural guide entitled “Permission Request for Publication or Exhibition of Archival
Materials”. After the opening of the time capsule in November 2021 from the 25th
anniversary of the incorporation of the Village, Marketing edited and formatted an
article by Kitty Tynan about the salvage of the water-logged material for the Corrales
Comment.

For Archives

For CHS
Marketing submitted the requested “Responsibilities of the Marketing Committee Chair”
to Carol Brown, CHS Vice President, as part of the Executive Committee’s effort to have
procedural guidelines for each CHS standing committee and special committee chair. 

Old Church Rentals  
The Marketing Committee revised the rental agreement to reflect updated rates and
other requirements and edited and formatted the rental agreement between CHS and
CCAC/Music in Corrales. In addition, we placed advertisements in the Corrales
Comment, FaceBook, and other media about the availability of the Old Church for
events. 
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Marketing 
continued from previous page

Heart of Corrales Fiesta 

Another major event of the
year is the Harvest
Festival/Heart of Corrales
Fiesta. Marketing created
and printed many types of
advertising for this event,
including email blasts,
notices in social media sites,
handouts, yard signs and
advertising in various
outlets. This year there was
even an ad for it in the AAA
Magazine! For the first time,
instead of a “Taste of the
Harvest” table, Corrales
farmers were invited to
display their harvest, which
was a beautiful addition to
the festivities and Marketing
created a banner for Fruits
of the Harvest table.
The Pie Walk is always a
favorite and Marketing sent
out a request for donated
pies from the membership.
As before, the Pie Walk was a
huge success and generated
a lot of income for CHS.
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Marketing 
continued from previous page

49th Annual Meeting 
 
 Marketing designed the ad for the Annual Meeting and
advertised it in the Corrales Comment and in emails to the
membership. A highlight of the meeting was a  proclamation
making Mary Davis the official Corrales Village Historian. The
proclamation was formatted and framed for presentation to
Mary by Mayor James Fahey and CHS President John
McCandless. 

For Docents
One of the big efforts this year by the Marketing Committee was collaborating with 
Alice Glover, Docent Chair, to update, revise and revamp the Docent Guide into a
comprehensive tool for new and existing docents. This was accomplished through five or
six Zoom sessions in May. Everyone on the Marketing Committee is also a docent. It was
very well regarded by the docents and the CHS Board; it was available for pick-up at the
Old Church.

Later in the year, we worked again with Alice to write, edit and format the responsibilities
of Docent chairs, to help orient new chair persons as well as to clarify the expectation and
duties of existing docent chairs. 
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Marketing 
continued from previous page

In addition to the promotional flyers and
advertising for this popular program,
Marketing designed and printed inserts for
sandwich boards and rack cards with the
schedule of the speakers for 2022. 

For Speaker
Series

Marketing designed and printed the
renewal form and new member flyer.
We edited and formatted President
John McCandless’ letter to
prospective new members along with a
flyer. We also created a Membership
table runner. 

For Membership

This year was challenging for marketing the Festival of the Nativities since the original co-
chairs resigned and a new chair, Susan Cahill, stepped up to organize the very popular show.
All the promotional material that had been started with the previous co-chairs was revised
with a new flyer, postcards, signboards, and advertising. A raffle for three nativities was held
again as it had been in 2021.

For Festival of the Nativities

Two new buildings were added to the tour folder this year, and the inserts for them were
formatted and printed by the Marketing Committee in addition to an updated map. This
popular brochure was reprinted and stickers of the logos of NMHC and NEH were added
to reflect the federal grant requirements since the grant helped to fund the printing. 

For Plaques and Tours
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Marketing 
continued from previous page

For Preservation and Maintenance 

For Ways and Means
Treasure Sale 

The Treasure Sale was a huge success and was held
over to Sunday, which required a quick update to
the yard signs to let customers know they could
still purchase treasures on Sunday! Marketing
designed and printed flyers to request donations
of treasures and to promote the event, and a half-
page ad in the Corrales Comment. After the
weekend, Marketing also designed a thank-you
flyer to the contributors, which was posted online
and in an email blast.
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Marketing 
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Feast with Friends Raffle 
 
Another innovative idea from Ways and Means was a raffle for a dinner for ten catered by
two accomplished local chefs. Marketing designed and printed a poster, raffle tickets, a
digital flyer, and various web and social media announcements for this fund-raising event. 
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Marketing 
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Fine Arts Show  

Marketing created a Call for Artists flyer; a Submission of Work flyer; an invitation to the
artists’ reception; a number of email, web and other social media posts; postcards and
sandwich board inserts for this annual event.The show was advertised in various Corrales
media formats, the Mayor’s monthly letter, the Sandoval Signpost, Facebook, Instagram. We
created patches for banners and signs to update the date of the show and an ad for the
Pueblo food offered during first weekend of the show.

For Visual Arts

JUNTOS UNM Sculpture Show

The Old Church was rented for a sculpture show by UNM students for an exhibit in April.
Marketing designed and printed a flyer to promote that event.
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Marketing 
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For Visual Arts continued

Winter Craft Show  

Another very popular annual event is the
Winter Craft Show. Marketing created the
application form for potential vendors and
posted it on the web, on FaceBook, and in
an email blast. A flyer, postcard, Instagram
ad, and ads for The Paper and the Corrales
Comment were also prepared by Marketing
as was the vendors' program.

The Marketing team had a busy year
promoting the events and programs that
make CHS such a valuable resource to
Corrales and beyond.

Old Church
notecards continue

to sell well. The Top 3
sellers featured here
(L-R) are by Mitsiek,
Sparks, and Guthrie.



At the end of the year, there were a total of 270 members of the Corrales
Historical Society, including 131 Lifetime members. The membership program
launched a renewal drive in January 2022 and a new membership drive in March.
In addition to these large public efforts to bolster the membership, the
Membership Chair provides a welcome table at many of the CHS sponsored
activities throughout the year, including the Speakers Series, Heritage Day, Fine
Arts Show, Winter Craft Show and Nativities Festival. The welcome tables provide
an opportunity to engage with event attendees, offer information about the CHS
and encourage interested participation. Many new members are also referred by
current members, or find us through the website. 

Brochures about membership are located in informational boxes around the Old
Church and at various venues throughout the Village. New members are
encouraged to explore the host of volunteer opportunities described on the
website and to become active participants in special events or to serve on one of
the Committees or as a Docent. 

Serving as the Chair of the Membership Committee this year,  
Anne Van Camp, took over the administration of the member data from 
Carol Brown and provided stewardship of the committee and the new members
throughout the year. In 2023, Marg Elliston will take over as Chair and will help
further bolster our incredibly devoted and generous group of members. 

Tremendous thanks to our very talented Marketing and Publicity Chairs for their
support of the Membership program as well. They provide advice, assistance,
promotional materials and creative direction throughout the year.
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Membership
by Anne van Camp
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Publicity
by Debbie Clemente
For CHS, 2022 was a year for getting back in the swing of things! All our regular
activities and events came back to life and were met with great enthusiasm from
the public. The media was very kind to CHS and helped us get the word out on
everything happening.

The Albuquerque Journal has been a valued partner and very supportive of CHS,
with many articles and interviews promoting our events. The Journal’s September
23rd article highlighted all the special activities at this year’s Heart of Corrales
Fiesta during Harvest Festival. 

The attendance at the Fiesta was a record breaker, with much of the success
attributed to Carol Brown, CHS VP, who organized and brought in
unique local entertainment: New Mexico heritage musicians, and dance
performances from Baila! Baila! Folklorico with children of all ages, Spanish Broom
Flamenco Dancers, and State Historian, Rob Martinez, singing cultural songs from
New Mexico’s past. The hugely popular Pie Walk, back for its fifth year, was again a
true crowd-pleaser that raised significant funds for CHS.
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Corrales Comment also ran an article in
their September 2nd edition about all the
festivities, inside and outside the Old
Church, at the Heart of Corrales Fiesta. They
also ran a “Calendar Highlight” article
featuring the September Speaker Series,
“Journey into Pre-Columbian New Mexico”
with presenter Alan Osborne.

The Journal’s November 27 th article was all
about the artists and crafters at this year’s
Winter Craft Show held early December at
the Old Church and in a large, heated tent. It
featured great pictures that helped to bring
in a big crowd. This popular event is a great
place to shop for oneself and do some great
holiday shopping. The Journal’s December
16th article on this year’s Festival of the
Nativities was based on an interview with
Susan Cahill who chaired the event this
year. It featured a lot of pictures of the
unique nativities on display and brought
another record crowd to this beloved
holiday tradition… a gift to the community
from CHS during the holiday season.

This past year, a great relationship has been
forged between CHS and Corrales
MainStreet. They are very generous with
sharing CHS information on their various
social media accounts and their website. 

They have also given CHS a dedicated column
in the newly revived Corrales Mainstreet
News (CMN) quarterly publication, which is
much appreciated. 

CMN Spring 2022 edition article, “Corrales
farming: Dying tradition or modern
evolution?” was written by Mary Davis, CHS
Archives. This was a thoughtful article about
the state of agriculture in Corrales with her
opening comments, "Corrales prides itself on
being a village with its roots in the soil, that it
was, and is, a ‘farming community.’ For certain
we have our roots in the soil still, but things
have changed.”

CMN Summer 2022 edition article headline
was, “Save the Mission! Fire charred the Old
San Ysidro Church.” This story, by CHS
President John McCandless, explored the fire
caused by a film company filming at the Old
Church in 1974 and many other historical
events that took place over the years,
including the purchase of the Old Church
from the Archdiocese and the formation of
CHS to preserve and maintain it for
generations to come. Another article in this
edition was written by Wendy Hoffman, CMN
Editor, on the 2022 Mudding Day event,
entitled “Volunteers lend hands to help clean,
maintain Old Church.” It was complete with
pictures of people doing everything from
mudding to weeding to painting.

Publicity 
continued from previous page
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CMN Fall 2022 edition article, “Memories of harvest time, growing up on a
Corrales farm,” was written by long-time Corraleño and CHS Director
(2020) Margarita Garcia Sexon. In the article, she shared beautiful
memories of family and farm, pictures of drying fruit preserves for winter,
horse and plow working a field, a bountiful grape harvest, and a perfect fall
day in the orchard. She shared a favorite story from her childhood of one
spring when she was allowed to plant and tend a small strawberry patch
behind the chicken coop. She says, “when it came time to pick the
strawberries, I didn’t get many because I had been eating them all along!”

CMN Winter 2022 edition article, “Davis named village historian,” was
another submission by President John McCandless about long-time CHS
member Mary Davis officially being named Village Historian – after many
years of being the Village’s “unofficial” historian. Mayor Jim Fahey
awarded Mary a Village Proclamation at the CHS Annual Meeting. She has
dedicated herself to preserving Corrales's history with her work as
Archives Chair for many years and has written two books on local families
who shaped Corrales into what it is today.

CHS Archives have supplied several of the CMN front cover pictures.
Corrales Neighbors has also been a valued source of publicity, sharing
articles I’ve written in their local publication. In their September edition,
we ran an article entitled, “Get on Board (a hay wagon) for a Great Time…
at the ‘Heart of Corrales Fiesta,’ a family fun event during Harvest
Festival.” In their December edition, we ran an article entitled, “Holiday
Season ‘Double Delight’ at Historic Old Church.” It detailed information
about the 34th Annual Winter Craft Show and the Festival of the Nativities.

We also made the news when KOB-TV sent a local “content contributor” to
do a video on Mudding and Spring-Cleaning Day. They shot some excellent
footage and did a nice interview with President John McCandless.

I have detailed some of the highlights from an action-packed 2022.
Publicity in various forms went out to support all CHS events, including
Heritage Day, Mudding & Spring-Cleaning Day, the UNM Sculpture Show,
the “Treasures Sale” fundraiser, Heart of Corrales Fiesta, Fine Arts Show,
Winter Craft Show, Festival of the Nativities, and the “Feast with Friends”
fundraiser. More details about these events can be found in the Marketing
Report.
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At the end of November 2021, Kay Yoest, then chair of the Corrales Historical
Society Ways and Means Committee, was notified that CHS had been
awarded slightly over $5000 from the New Mexico Humanities Council
(NMHC), to support our mission of preserving the Historic Old San Ysidro
Church and educating the public on the history of New Mexico and Corrales.
The grant came through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH),
which had received funding to assist humanities organizations as part of the
American Rescue Plan (ARP). NMHC ARP grant funds were intended to help
prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover from the coronavirus to
support public humanities in New Mexico.

In January 2022, the CHS Executive Committee decided that using these
funds for the Historical Society's operation, infrastructure repairs, and
supporting committees and events helped support our mission. The Walking
Tour brochures, Speaker Series, Heritage Day, Heart of Corrales Fiesta/
Harvest Festival, and Fine Arts Show all received some funding. 

Two fundraisers helped increase the Old Church preservation fund. In May,
we invited our members to look around their homes for items they loved, but
no longer used, and the Treasures Sale was born. 

Ways and Means
by Nan Kimball
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The amount and variety of donations we received on Thursday and Friday were
overwhelming initially, and volunteers were busy from 9:30 when we set up tables,
until after 5:00 each day. Every table on the CHS property was used to display sale
items, along with about 20 chairs, except for the two 8-foot tables set up outside for
visitors to have lunch from Tuerta, a sandwich shop.

As people brought in their treasures, they were asked to find a spot to unpack them.
Many donors wanted to tell the story of their items, while others just wanted to
unload and go, free from years of clutter. After some collaboration, volunteers
priced and arranged items to encourage shoppers to decide this was a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. If they walked empty-handed, they would forever regret their
decision not to make a purchase. Shoppers were lined up waiting for the doors to
open at 10:00 on Saturday, and there was a steady flow of visitors the rest of the
day. We did not track visitors, so we only have the income from the sale to measure
our success. As we approached the end of the day, with tables and chairs still
covered with sale items, we decided to drop prices by half for the last hour. And
then, open back up on Sunday from 10 until 1. 

On Sunday, the volunteers who came to help with the sale stayed on after we closed
to pack up and take the leftover items to the Southwest Animal Shelter Thrift Store
at the Bunkhouse. Some items also went to Goodwill and Savers. On Monday, the
final items were removed from the church, and Debbie Skilling put away tables and
chairs. Patricia Martinez, the winner of the Ken Martinez pendant, had come by to
pick up her prize and stayed to help with tables and chairs and final clean up.

Many thanks to the Marketing team, Chair Denise O’Connor, Publicity Debbie
Clemente, Carolyn O’Mara, Jannie Dusseau, Martha Van Riper, and Lisa Sparks.
Despite already having several tasks to complete for other committees and events,
Marketing got right to work creating eye-catching flyers and signs for print, email,
and social media. When the decision was made to extend the sale to Sunday, new
information was sent out, and “patches” for the signs were printed. On Sunday
morning, John McCandless helped distribute the newly corrected signs around the
Village.

I want to thank all the CHS members, board members, and docents who helped with
this project, many for several days and hours. 

Along with the folks already mentioned, I would like to thank, Carol Brown, Carol
Rigmark, Pam Young, Harry Linneman, Betsey Linneman, Alice Glover, Marge
Barcheck, Susan Cahill, Janet Cosgrove, Melinda Davenport, Pat DeVivi, Mary
Gerhart, and her daughter Karen, Deborah Louis-Vandevelde, Carla Wright, Kay
Yoest, and Linley York.

The final income report shows $5,507 raised (Treasures Sale $4,982; Raffle $205; and
Shop in a Basket $320, respectively).

Ways and Means
 continued from previous page
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Website/Social Media
by Lisa Sparks

The CHS Website continues to be an
excellent online source for all things
Corrales Historical Society. We have
added listings and events from
Community Partners such as Casa San
Ysidro, Corrales Mainstreet, Corrales
Library, and many others. 

Our Facebook page now has 1.3K
Followers. To promote the village, CHS
posts interesting photos and upcoming
events from CHS and other Corrales
organizations. We are considering adding
Instagram and Twitter social media
platforms to expand our reach.
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Docents
by Alice Glover
The CHS Docents began re-organizing in March 2022 (after two years of Covid
pandemic lockdown) under the leadership of Alice Glover.  Alice was joined by
Debbie Clemente, Secretary, Denise O’Connor, Corresponding Secretary, Judy
Hart, Historian.  Committee Chairs were: Nan Kimball, Shop in a Basket/Old Church
Sitting; Ginger Foote, Speaker Series Hospitality and Holiday Dinner; Linda
Dillenback, Docents Hospitality;  Janet Cosgrove, Harvest Fest Kitchen;  Pat
DeVivi, Docent Membership;  Dee Turner, Docent Tours; and Jan Kunz, Training. 
 Several committees were vacant, and the hope was that  Docents would fill them
during the re-organizing process. 
 
First order of business was to set the day, time, and place for Docent meetings: The
third Tuesday of each month 9:30AM, Old Church (no meetings in June, July and
December).
 
Next, we prepared a new Corrales Historical Society Docent Program Guide
version. Jan Kunz began the process, and the Marketing Committee (Denise
O’Connor, Carolyn O’Mara, Jannie Dusseau, Debbie Clemente, Nan Kimball, and
Martha Van Riper) completed the Program Guide.  In August, a revised Docent
Committee Chair Duties and Guidelines was completed with the help of the
Marketing Committee as well. 
 
Shop in a Basket chaired by Nan Kimball was stationed at Speakers Series, Heritage
Day, Heart of Corrales Fiesta, Winter Crafts Show, and The Festival of the Nativities.  
This Docent’s Gift Shop had sales over several thousand dollars, all funds for the
Preservation and Maintenance of the Old Church. Docents were sitting the Shop in
a Basket gift shop at every event -all taking turns. One of our new Docents, Marge
Burchak was an enthusiastic regular.
 
Sitting the Old Church was difficult in the summer months of 2022 due to the heat,
which was unbearable at times and the “Sittings” had to be canceled.  Those who
signed up to fulfill their duty of “sitting” once a year, were able to give a few tours
in coordination with Casa San Ysidro Second Saturday programs.  We could give
tours and information to visitors at other events – whenever there was expressed
interest in the history of the Old Church there was a Docent to answer and/or give a
brief tour. 
 
Ginger Foote, Chairperson, of Speaker Series Hospitality, worked with the Speaker
Series Chairperson.
 
Pat DeVivi, Membership Chair, hosted a “New Member Coffee” at her home in May
for three new members (Cindy Taylor, Becky Martinez, and Sylvia Villarreal). 
 
Mudding Day/Clean-up gave Carolyn O’Mara, Marge Gerber, Alice Glover, Johanna
Ash and her husband, and Michelle Freschette an opportunity to clean and
organize the sacristy. They also cleaned and organized the Docent’s storage area in
the annex. Virginia Breeding was in charge of the kitchen, along with many other
Docents.
 
Virginia Breeding also served as Hospitality Chair for Heritage Day in May, assisting
the Archives Committee.
 



Heart of Corrales Fiesta/Harvest

Festival in September- Carol Brown
coordinated all the activities along

with Deborah Vandevelde (Corrales

Growers Harvest Table); Nan Kimball
(Children’s Table); Carolyn and
Dennis O’Mara, and Jannie Dusseau
(Famous Pie Walk). Docents (Kathy
Winnett, Carol Brown, and Alice
Glover sold tickets for the Harvest

Festival. Carol’s excellent organizing

and execution skills were on full

display. Janet Cosgrove and Ginger
Foote headed up the kitchen brigade

serving Green Chile Stew to

volunteer tractor drivers. Also, Pat
Modica donated 100 sandwiches for

the Harvest Festival Workers. Many

Docents scheduled themselves

during this event to help in the

kitchen. 

 Treasures” Sale Fundraiser was led

by Nan Kimball, Ways and Means

Chair and one of our Docents. She

was assisted by Carolyn O’Mara,
Denise O'Connor, Jannie Dusseau,
Carol Brown, Susan Cahill, Debbie
Clemente, Linda Dillenback, Betsy
Linneman, Pat DeVivi, Virginia
Breeding, and Marge Barchak.

The June Luncheon and December

Holiday Dinner were in the planning

stages, but cancelled due to Covid

numbers. Thank you to Ginger
Foote, Janet Cosgrove, Carla Wright
for your efforts.

The Festival of Nativities was
chaired by Susan Cahill. Under
her leadership, the Festival of
Nativities displayed 175 nativities.
She was assisted by Nan Kimball
(purchasing of poinsettias) and
Marge Gerber (hospitality). Each
of these committees were joined
by enthusiastic and willing
volunteers: Bernadette
Merriman, Sylvia Villarreal, Yoshi
Tone, Becky Martinez, Carol
Brown, Debbie Clemente, Janet
Cosgrove, Susan Cote, Melinda
Davenport, Pat DeViVi, Linda
Dillenback, Johanna Dralle,
Jannie Dusseau, Ginger Foote
Mary Gerhart, Nan Kimball,
Denise O’Connor, Carolyn
O’Mara, Anita Rhodes, Jude
Rudder, Jill Russell, Alice Glover,
and many non-members of the
Docent group.

The Docents made one local trip
to the National Hispanic Cultural
Center to attend an All Women’s
Art Show in October organized by
Linda Valencia Martinez, an
Albuquerque Hispanic artist. 
No out-of-town bus tours were
planned. We hope to coordinate
bus tours with Casa San Ysidro in
2023. 

We lost two special docents this
year – Gay Betzer and Martha
Wilson. Our hearts go out to the
families.

Docents
continued from previous page
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The last weekend of September 2022,

our Heart of Corrales Fiesta, during the

Village-wide Harvest Festival,

highlighted Corrales and New Mexico’s

heritage and agricultural traditions, and

our rich culture of artisans and

musicians. In partnership with Casa San

Ysidro, our combined events paid

homage to the old heart of Corrales of

the 1870s!

Crowds of visitors with families rode

tractor-drawn hay wagons to the Old

Church and were greeted with photo ops

from behind farm tractor and farmer

couple cut-outs, while kids climbed atop

a pink tractor to pose for family photos

and played Corn Hole and Ring toss

games in the Church courtyard. Droves

of people lined up to join the fun of

doing the “Pie Walk” in the courtyard,

taking home over 100 delicious pies,

homemade from orchard fruit and

donated by our generous volunteers.

Producers Carolyn and Dennis O’Mara,

assisted by Docent volunteers, kept the

lines moving to old time music! 

Inside the Old Church, folks were

entertained with ballet folklorico

dancing performed by child dancers 

from Baila!Baila! The Spanish Broom
ensemble dazzled visitors with their
dynamic Flamenco dances. Lara
Manzanares and Rob Martinez shared
their traditional New Mexico guitar
music and heritage songs, highlighting
the rich culture of New Mexico music.

Visitors found much to see and do inside
the Old Church with activities and
displays organized by our Archives and
Docents Committees. Families were
fascinated by making butter and shelling
and grinding corn the old-fashioned
way, using an antique corn-sheller,
grinder and butter churn. Hosted by
Mary Davis and directed by Jan Kunz
and members of our Archives
Committee, these hands-on
demonstrations were favored by kids of
all ages! Viewers found a vintage cider
press, fruit crusher, and other
agricultural tools from Corrales’ early
farming days and were shown how
traditional red chile ristras are made by
native Corraleña and Archives
Committee member, Margarita Sexson.
Many admired the rich bounty of
Corrales Farmers who put their harvest
of fruits and vegetables on display with
generous participation from the
Corrales Growers Market and
coordination by Docents Deborah
Vandevelde and Alice Glover. Children
expressed their creative talents at the 

Heart of Corrales 
by Carol Brown
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Heart of Corrales Fiesta
continued from previous page

Kids’ Arts and Crafts Table, encouraged by their artistic parents and our artistic
Docents led by Nan Kimball. Visitors watched our guest New Mexican Artisans
demonstrate and display their traditional Hispanic arts and crafts of Colcha
embroidery, Tin work, Straw applique, carved Bultos, painted Santos, and
Filigreed and precious metal Jewelry. We were fortunate to have six prominent
Spanish Market artists join us, some bringing their mentored students, budding
youth artists who shared their learning of traditional Spanish heritage art forms
with our guests.

A crowd of hay wagon tractor drivers and festival volunteers were happily fed
green chile stew, drinks, and other snacks, generously donated and served by
our Docent Volunteers and Kitchen coordinators Ginger Foote and Janet
Cosgrove.

The CHS Membership table and the Docents’ Shop in a Basket offered
information and gift opportunities to visitors who cued up in front of their
tables while waiting to board hay wagons. Other volunteers staffed an
Admissions table to assist with hay wagon ticket sales and provide cold water
and snacks to our thirsty and hungry Fiesta visitors and Harvest Festival guests.

The Heart of Corrales Fiesta was the work of many hands. My special thanks to
Debbie Clemente for providing effective and wide-ranging Fiesta publicity and
to Carolyn O’Mara for her beautiful artwork highlighting our events. And to all
who helped plan, worked on, and worked at, as well as to our largecommunity of
visitors -- you made the Fiesta a great success andhave my heartfelt thanks.  A
grand old time was had by all!

Carolyn O'mara at the HoCF 
Pie Walk

Viriginia Breeding at the
Harvest Table Heart of
Corrales Fiesta (HoCF)



What can I say… we’re popular! In 2022, there was a much higher demand and higher
interest to rent the church than the previous two years. Gross revenues were higher
due to increase in rentals and increased rental rates. I contracted more half day
rentals and not as many 3-day rentals as in the past. The rental rates are still
considered reasonable and affordable. But coming out of the pandemic, folks have
been more budget minded. Most noticeable to me was the number of weddings that
were only 1-2 days and not the 3-day rental as in the past. And interesting, most
were paid by the bride and groom.

Half day and one day rentals meant more juggling on weekends, more scheduled
cleaning, and more of my time. The budget goal at the beginning of 2022 was $4,450.
By the end of the year, rental income wrapped up to be over $20,000. According to
the Treasurer’s Report, we exceeded our goal by over 400%! So far for 2023, I have
scheduled 31 contracted events with lengths from one day up to seven. This does
not include any CHS events. At the end of 2022, the board voted holding down the
number of days offered to rent the old church. This is the year for maintenance and
making it much more accessible to CHS activities.

Not a surprise, the most popular months of the year to rent were: May, June,
September, October, and December. 2022 rental started out as: $175/half day;
$350/full day; $750/3-day. The year ended with the board voting to offer $350/day
only. Non-profit discount still holds at 30% for facility/kitchen rental.
Cleaning/damage deposit stays the same. The board also voted to rent the old
church to the public only on weekends and major holidays with the goal to book
Friday and Saturday concerts on the same weekends. Monday – Thursday is
preferred to be saved for Corrales Historical Society use. This will make the
Scheduler’s job more sustainable and keep down the wear and tear of the Old
Church.

It was also voted to close the old church December 15 – January 15 and July 5 –
August 15. The old girl needs to rest. Also, 2023 is the year for more preservation and
maintenance with adobe mudding scheduled for July - August. With weekends only
offered, we’re getting pretty booked up. There are a few empty slots that can be
rented in February, June, August, and November. Yes, I have already turned down
requests. Yes, I am already working with inquiries for 2024.

I put “Renter’s Packets” together so people have what they need at their finger tips:
copy of rental contract, important phone numbers, sheet of renter’s obligations,
alcohol rules, Celebration permit, interior floor plan of church, Kitchen Use
Guidelines, Kitchen inventory, Rental Inspection Checklist.
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CHS Rentals
by Jude Rudder
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Corrales Arts 
Cultural Council
(Music in Corrales)
by Jannie Dusseau
In February, I shared a history of the 35-year partnership between CHS and CCAC
with the CHS Board. After three and a half decades of operating on an informal
“handshake,” the CHS Board formalized this relationship. A Memorandum of
Understanding was voluntarily entered into, which will be in force as long as there is
a signed rental agreement between CHS and CCAC.

The MOU, signed September 27, 2022, addressed asset ownership, venue rental
agreements, event scheduling, use of the sound system, damages to the Old Church,
agreement term, and annual review. 

As for performances, Covid continued to disrupt concert plans and change concert
protocols throughout 2022:

January: At their January 2022 board meeting, CCAC decided to postpone the
January 22nd Hot Club of Cowtown concert and subsequently notified CHS, concert
ticket holders, and all Music in Corrales friends and concert attendees who receive
NOTES, the monthly Music in Corrales E-newsletter. The NOTES announcement
included the following statement: “In light of the significantly higher transmissibility
of the omicron Covid variant, and out of an abundance of caution, we have decided
to postpone the Music in Corrales concert featuring Hot Club of Cowtown, initially
scheduled for January 22, 2022. The concert will be rescheduled, with a date TBA.

Throughout the pandemic, we at Music in Corrales have always prioritized safety for
our audience members, performers, and volunteers. We hope you understand why
we are taking this precautionary step. Given the continuing unpredictability of the
Covid pandemic, we will evaluate the status of future concerts at the Old San Ysidro
Church on a month-by-month basis. Additional ticket sales for future concerts
remain suspended.”
 
Regarding the January concert postponement, CHS and CCAC agreed that they
would not need to pay the cancellation fee if CCAC gave CHS a specific reschedule
date before January 15. The concert was rescheduled to April 2 before January 15.



CCAC sent a $200 donation to CHS
to show their appreciation for the
spirit of collaboration with which
CHS worked with Music in Corrales
to sort out the rescheduling
options, and in recognition of the
fact that CHS has had limited
opportunities for revenue the last
two years.

February: Due to the continued
presence of the highly
transmissible omicron
Covid variant in New Mexico, the
CCAC board decided to cancel the
February 26th in-person concert
with classical pianist Claire
Huangci at the Old Church and
provide instead an online video on-
demand concert with Claire. CHS
Scheduler Jude Rudder was told
about this as soon as ticket holders
were notified and promptly freed
the date on the CHS calendar.

March and early April: Finally, the
first two back-to-back in-person
concerts in the Old Church since
February 2020 began in March
2022. Music in Corrales President
Lance Ozier announced in his
March message to concert goers
“…beginning with this month’s
concert, we will return to live, in-
person performances at our
beloved venue, the historic Old
San Ysidro Church in Corrales.”
Ticket availability was limited to
allow for flexibility in seating; full
vaccinations were recommended
but not required for attendees; 

CCAC 
continued from previous page
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Late April: Covid struck again when the
NOVA Guitar Duo were not able to
travel from their homes in Brazil and
Germany for the final scheduled
concert of the 2021-2022 season.
Fortunately, the concert came off with
an outstanding replacement. Masks
were no longer required to be worn at
all times while within the Old Church,
but mask wearing was encouraged at
all concerts the rest of 2022. In-person
concerts continued at the Old Church
for the CCAC 2022-2023 season
except for the first two concerts. The
September concert featuring jazz
vocalist Alicia Olatuja was held at La
Entrada Park, with the Old Church
being reserved as back-up
venue in the event of inclement
weather. The October concert, The
Cowboy Way, was held at the
Community Barn in Los Ranchos – a
perfect place to hear cowboy songs!

The Santa Fe Opera cancelled their
annual December holiday concert
series for the five sites in New Mexico,
including the Old Church. Hopefully
this popular free-to-the-public event
which was being co-sponsored with
CHS in 2022 will return in 2023.
To support CHS December events,
cards announcing the Festival of the
Nativities were placed on chairs at the
December 10th Music in Corrales
concert and Lance Ozier
announced that raffle tickets for the
six-course CHS fundraiser dinner
would be on sale at intermission.
In July, CCAC signed the rental
agreement for Music in Corrales’s  



36th season at the Old Church (eight concerts, one each month
September 2022-April 2023).

The proposed 2024-2025 season dates were provided to Scheduler Jude
Rudder and President John McCandless on October 9, 2022.

All 2023-2024 season concert dates were confirmed with Jude Rudder in
November/December and alternative held dates released. The entire
concert season was confirmed and scheduled on the CHS calendar.
As CHS liaison to CCAC, I worked with CHS Scheduler Jude Rudder, CHS
President John McCandless, CCAC President Lance Ozier and CCAC Arts
Director Mike Foris to ensure that concert scheduling opportunities,
questions and changes were communicated between both organizations
as quickly as possible and that these changes were accurately posted on
the CHS calendar.

CCAC 
continued from previous page
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In Memoriam: CHS Docent Gay Betzer.

Denise O’Connor and Nan Kimball —
at the Docents table selling Feast 
for Friends raffle tickets

Docent Chair Alice
Glover is honored
with CHS Member of
the Year 2022 as
Carol Brown and
John McCandless 
look on.

CHS Docents

Photos courtesy of  Carolyn O'mara and Debbie Clemente
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Shop in a Basket with 
Kay and Martha at Heritage Day

Betsey, Harry, and Nan at the
Treasures Sale

Docents at Mudding Day 2022

Photos by Carolyn O'mara
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Annual Meeting

Incoming CHS President Ken Martinez
and Corrales Mayor Jim Fahey 

Dave Cross receives a Certificate of
Appreciation from CHS VP Carol Brown
and CHS President John McCandless.

Pam Young receives award for her
years as CHS Treasurer from Carol

Brown and John McCandless

Annual Meeting participants were
entertained by the 

Toby Griego Trio

Photos by Carolyn O'mara
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MARY P.
DAVIS

Congrats
!

VILLAGE HISTORIAN

Photos by Carolyn O'mara



Photo courtesy of Lisa Sparks

Historic Old San Ysidro Church
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