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Information in this packet will help you understand 
CHS and its activities. Docent volunteers are an 
important asset to the Society and essential to its 
activities. As a Docent, you serve as a host to provide 
a welcoming atmosphere. In many cases, you are the 
front line representative of CHS. You serve as 
interpreter of the history of the Old Church and give 
visitors a deeper understanding and appreciation of the 
history and present-day life of the Old Church. To 
enrich knowledge of our unique history, CHS Docents 
take tours to historic sites throughout New Mexico as 
well as in our local area. Each Docent brings special 
talents and abilities, all important to this organization. 
Fun and satisfaction await you as you participate in the 
growth of CHS as a Docent! 

SECTIONS 
11 — Brief History of Corrales Historical Society, 
 Committees, & Calendar  
12 — Visual Tour of the Old Church 
13 — Artifacts in the Old Church 
14 — History of Old San Ysidro Church 
15 — Old Church Timeline 
16 — Children’s Tour of the Old Church 
17 — Glossary 
18 — Opening / Closing the Old Church 
19 — Serving Refreshments 
10 —  San Ysidro Biography 
11 —  San Ysidro Bulto 

Information for this folder was edited, 
compiled, and printed May/June 2022



2 — VISUAL TOUR  
        OF THE OLD CHURCH 

The Historic Old San Ysidro Church is named for the patron saint of Corrales and of farmers, 
San Ysidro. Our goal is to be open for tours on available Saturdays throughout the year—unless 
a rental/event is scheduled at the Old Church. Every Docent is required to “sit” the Old Church 
once during the year. Generally, two Docents work together. Besides giving tours, the Docents 
staff Shop in a Basket, our “pocket” gift shop. 

WELCOME VISITORS 

INVITE VISITORS TO… 
 • sign our Guest Book 
 • walk around and enjoy the church 
 • allow you to give a brief history 
 • browse the items in Shop in a Basket 
 • consider joining Corrales Historical Society 

WHAT DOES A TOUR INCLUDE? 
 • History of the Old Church 

  (Read Section 2, History of the Old Church) 
 • Description of significant features 

REVIEW OF HISTORY BASICS 
 Old Church built to replace the c. 1750 church 

built on the Rio Grande that was swept away 
in the flood of 1868. Timbers and bodies rescued 
from the river. Bodies buried under church and in 
cemetery across the road. Timbers used in this 
church. Now 150+ years old. 

 Structure: Abobe (clay, sand, straw, pebbles), pine 
timbers. Built in cruciform shape with nearly three-foot-
deep walls. Buttresses/towers of terróne construction. 

 Management & Ownership: While the Village of Corrales 
owns the Old Church, it is managed and maintained by 
Corrales Historical Society. Casa San Ysidro across the street is 
owned and managed by the Albuquerque Museum. Together they 
are considered the Historic Heart of Corrales. While its role has 
changed, the Old Church remains a hub of community events. 

 Old Church Awards: 
 1979  State Register of Cultural Properties 
 1980  National Register of Historic Places 
 1990  The Governor’s Awards for  

          Excellence in the Arts / Historic Preservation 
 2016  Heritage Preservation Award / NMDCA

Welcome sign placed 
outside the front door 

on the porch 

Set up and display 
Shop in a Basket table




